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GCA GREYHOUND OF THE MONTH AWARD OCTOBER 
2019 

 “HOOKED ON SCOTCH” 
The GCA Greyhound of the Month for October 2019 has been awarded for second consecutive month to Victorian 

speed machine Hooked On Scotch for his outstanding display in winning the Group 1 Adelaide Cup on October 

11 and the Group 2 Geelong Cup on October 25.  

                                         Hooked On Scotch winning the Geelong Cup  
 
If you didn’t see it you almost wouldn’t have believed it, that's the best way to describe Hooked On Scotch's 

remarkable Adelaide Cup win. 

Booking his Adelaide Cup spot with an electrifying State Of Origin success a fortnight ago in 29.19, Hooked On 

Scotch was handed box one for his maiden group 1 assignment, coming at just start ten. 

Showing ability that belies his 22-month old age tag, the son of Barcia Bale and Nicki Fields was considered one 

of three key chances for the SA feature, with dual group 1 winner Sennachie ($2.20) and classy sprinter Whiskey 

Riot ($5.50) right in betting also. 

The race promised to be a cracking spectacle, but no one could have envisaged what was to follow. 
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In a mad rush to the first turn where Whiskey Riot raced to the lead with Sennachie hot in pursuit, Hooked On 

Scotch lost his place and drifted off the track … losing all hope. 

So, it would seem anyway. 

While all eyes were on the neck and neck battle between Whiskey Riot and Sennachie in the run home, Hooked 

On Scotch dropped from the clouds with a thunderous finish to snare a last stride triumph in 29.44. 

Second was a gallant Whiskey Riot for Anthony Azzopardi just a head away, while ironically, Sennachie finished 

a neck away from Hooked On Scotch at the finish, the same margin he trailed him on the clock in the recent State 

Of Origin. 

Hooked On Scotch – a younger half-brother to group 1 stars Poke The Bear and Out Of Range – cemented his 

Group 1 Topgun place with the mind-boggling victory, delivering Jason and Seona Thompson back-to-back 

Adelaide Cups following Real Simple’s 2018 success. Thompson now boasts five wins in the SA flagship event.                                                                                                                                             

The young superstar continued his meteoric rise by taking out the $67,000 Group 2 Geelong Gold Cup (460m) at 

his next mission after a brilliant heat win the week before he notching his sixth straight win, after the speedster 

settled in second position, four lengths behind early pacesetter Runnin’ Royalty, who was the fastest heat winner. 

In the run to the line Hooked On Scotch ($2.30Fav) was too good winning by a length to Runnin’ Royalty ($4.00), 

with Peter Galo ($6.40) third in the slick time of 25.31sec. 

Dubbed the fastest greyhound on the planet, Hooked On Scotch has now won eight of his 13 career starts, and 

he has already won four major events including the Speed Star, the State-of-Origin, Adelaide Cup and the Geelong 

Gold Cup, while he has amassed $168,005 in prize money. 

It rounded off a top month for the youngster who now has the Shoot – Out and Melbourne Cup on his agenda 
after lowering his colours to the outstanding Feral Franky at Sandown on October 31. 
 
Hooked On Scotch is a Black & White Dog whelped December 2017 by Barcia Bale from Nicki Fields (Knocka 

Fields x Misty Fields). He is raced by the Darren & Michael Puleio Syndicate and trained by Jason Thompson at 

Peacedale in Victoria. He has now won eight races and been placed on four occasions from his 13 starts. Hooked 

On Scotch’s overall prizemoney stands at $168,005.   

GCA congratulates the owners, Darren & Michael Puleio, trainer Jason Thompson and Hooked On Scotch on 

being awarded the GCA Greyhound of the Month for September and October. He joins the August winner Premium 

Share, July winner Sennachie, June winner Bago Bye Bye, May & March winner Orson Allen, April winner Zipping 

Bailey, Pindari Express and Buck’s Future as the GCA Greyhound of the Month winners for 2019. 
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