
MEDIA RELEASE 

13th September 2009 

 

A Queensland Sprinter & Victorian Stayer 
Secure the National Titles 

The results of the Grand Finals at Cannington on Saturday night are what the National 
series is all about.  

On the one hand we have the might of Australia‟s largest breeders, Paul Wheeler and 
Hall Of Fame trainer Graeme Bate winning the Distance Title with Jarvis Bale, and on 
the other we have Dwyer and Desley Lennon victorious with Dashing Corsair in the 
Sprint Championship, new comers to the sport with six dogs in their kennel. 

                       Jarvis Bale wins the National Distance Championship 
 
It was by far the Lennon‟s biggest win in the sport, with a chaser that has lived in the 
shadow of fellow Queenslander High Earner, who had beaten Dashing Corsair in two 
Derby Finals.  
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Dashing Corsair ($9.00) is owned by Josephine „Paddy‟ Fitch, who at 83 years of age currently has 
over 50 greyhounds, mostly pups.  
 
The son of Malfoy and Rose Flamenco began fast from box six and stalked the leader and race 
favourite, Dyna Lachlan ($1.90) the until the home turn, where he railed underneath and stole the 
lead, scoring by a neck from Dyna Lachlan, with Silk Moon ($9.20) a length away in third.  
  
Trainer Dwyer Lennon was virtually speechless coming to terms with the Group One win. 
  
“What can I say, I‟m shocked,” Lennon managed to say straight after the race.  
  
“When I saw him jump so well and get across and get to second I thought he was a good thing, but 
he had to fight hard to get past, so it was a good run.” 
 In a twist of fate, Lennon was going to step Dashing Corsair up in to the staying trip and set him for 
the National Distance Championship, but after a slight injury he was keep sprinting.  
While it was the first Group One victory for the Lennon‟s and they were understandably beside 
themselves with the occasion, you would think connections of Jarvis Bale should be getting used to 
wins at the highest level, and it was another day at the office. 
  
However, it was a first in that it was Wheeler and Bate‟s maiden National Distance Title. 
  
Jarvis Bale ($8.50) drove through on the first turn and opened up a big break by the winning post 
with a lap out, an advantage he held for the entire race, scoring by six lengths from Red Shilling 
($3.70) which made up many lengths to run second and race favourite Vintage Octane ($2.30) a 
neck away in third. 
  
“Anyone who thinks Graeme doesn‟t get excited over any race, let alone a Group One hasn‟t seen 
him jumping around his living room cheering home maidens,” Wheeler said. 
  
“We‟ve had lean trots, so you really appreciate the big wins; they are not easy to come by.” 
  
It has been a big year for Bate, winning the Australian and Gold Coast Cups with Velocette and the 
AWM Distance Title at the Meadows with Amity Bale. 
  
He was also an inaugural inductee into the Victorian Hall Of Fame. He is the only trainer currently 
plying his trade with such an honour. 
  
Next year the Nationals will be held at Angle Park in South Australia, and for the first time the races 
will be run in a Saturday twilight timeslot. 
  

The year after, Hobart will host the National Championships for the first time in almost 30 years, 
with the sprint run over 461 metres and new boxes to be installed for the Distance Final for a 700 
metre trip. 

Dashing Corsair is a Red Fawn dog whelped April 2007 by Malfoy from Rose Flamenco (Southern 
Champ x Rose Regal). He is raced by Paddy Finch and trained by Dwyer Lennon. He has now 
raced on 48 occasions for 22 wins and 12 placings and the $50,000 first prize for the National Final 
of the Sprint Championship took his overall stake earnings to $123,125. 
 
The field in finishing order after the placings with starting price, Aunty Vick $11.40, Koocanusa 
$43.00, Velocette $3.80, Did I Entertain $28.60 and Usquebaugh $28.20.    
 
 
 

Continued on Page 3 … 
 



 
 
 
Jarvis Bale is a Black dog whelped November 2006 by Sonic Flight from Rosemary Bale (Awesome 
Assassin x Kobie Bale). He is raced by Paul Wheeler and trained by Graeme Bate. He has now 
raced on 49 occasions for 11 wins and 28 placings and the $50,000 first prize for the National Final 
of the Distance Championship took his overall stake earnings to $128,295. 
 
The field in finishing order after the placings with starting price, Seminole $36.20, Black Range 
$53.00, Smashing Amy $7.30, Fallen Zorro $7.00 and Tafari Bale $29.60. 
 

    
       The brilliant Dashing Corsair was too good in the National Sprint Championship 
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