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Great Chase Winfall 
By Andrew Copley Media Officer Greyhound Racing Victoria 

 
Scope in Bendigo is $5,000 richer thanks to the efforts of a fast and friendly 
greyhound named Sheoak Ian, who won the 2009 Great Chase Grand Final at 
The Meadows last Wednesday afternoon.  
“This is amazing”, said Craig Andonovski, a representative of Scope in 
Bendigo. “This money will buy three or four hoist slings, which helps transfer 
wheelchair dependent people from their chairs to their bed or the shower and 
back again. It will also buy a shade sail so residents can sit outside without the 
impact of the sun.”  

                  Sheoak Ian wins the Great Chase                         (Pic Paul Munt) 

 
 
Scope provides support to around 200 Bendigo residents with disabilities, 
about half of which are wheelchair dependent.  
Greyhound Racing Victoria [GRV] reserves November for the 2009 Great 
Chase series, in which greyhounds race to win prizemoney for organisations 
that help the intellectually and physically disabled. 
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The Joe Borg-trained Sheoak Ian ($3.20fav) has earned $6,500 for Scope in Bendigo over 
the past few weeks after dog and group were randomly matched together at the beginning 
of the series. Scope in Bendigo will also earn the equivalent 10% of Sheoak Ian‟s prize 
money for the next 12 months, courtesy of GRV, which is likely to result in thousands more.  
Two other organisations also had a windfall as a result of today‟s Great Chase Grand Final 
– Andrews House, who won $2,000 for being matched to runner-up Digger Daley ($12.10) – 
and the EW Tipping Foundation, who earned $1,000 for being matched to the third placed 
Barnstormer ($6.70). 
Andrews House accommodates 30 Aged Care residents in Trafalgar, while EW Tipping 
Foundation is a leading provider of support for Ballarat residents with disabilities.  
Some 147 organisations were involved in this year‟s Great Chase series, sharing in $33,000 
courtesy of major sponsor, Tabcorp.  
In the seven years since the inception of the Great Chase, organisations have shared in 
$145,000 in prize money.   

 

After the placed runners the field finished in the following order 4th Arvo‟s Florence ($16.50), 
5th Merrily Mack ($6.10), 6th Our Toyman ($3.50) 7th Arvo‟s Ellie ($13.10) and Make Some 
Noise ($22.40). 

    

Sheoak Ian is raced by the Annette Lockwood and trained by Joe Borg at Maryborough he is 
a Brindle dog whelped July 2007 by Surf Lorian from Sheoak Leeza (Black Shiraz x Blue 
Protege). Sheoak Ian has won nine of his 21 starts and with the $25,000 first prize for the 
Great Chase it took his current stake earnings to $52,575. 
 
The GRV decided on a complete change to the Provincial Cup series in February 2003. 
Called the Great Chase, heats were held at every provincial and country track with qualifiers 
competing in semi-finals and a rich final at Bendigo. Designed to take greyhound racing to 
the „man in the street‟ finalists were aligned with community groups who signed up to be part 
of the series and become involved with a dog that made the final. The Great Chase is a 
fantastic regional event providing the integration of involvement with local communities (ie. 
community groups supporting people with physical and intellectual disabilities), a partnership 
with Vic Health and top quality greyhound racing. 
Brumby Lad won the inaugural $40,000 to winner event and in doing so provided excited 
members of the Pennyweight Park Centre Ballarat funds to the tune of $3250 plus a GRV-
funded 10% of Brumby Lad‟s earnings from June 1, 2003 to April 30, 2004. The final has 
been staged at different Country tracks since and raised thousands of needed dollars for 
many worthy groups that have participated over the six years the event has been staged. 
Two years ago the event underwent some changes with the final being staged at a city 
venue for the first time. That format has continued in 2009 with the event again staged at the 
Meadows. Listed below are the talented previous winners and the tracks they won the event 
on.  
 
2003 Brumby Lad (Bendigo 24.38), 2004 Our Barney (Warragul 23.84) and 2005 
Semaphore (Warrnambool 25.44) 2006 Slater (Shepparton 24.82) 2007 Wot Price Harold 
(Meadows 30.32) and 2008 Pharoah King (Meadows 30.31). 
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