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“El Galo wins Adelaide Cup from a gallant Scull 
Murphy.” 

Superstar sprinter El Galo Australia’s best greyhound hung on to narrowly defeat local 
champ Scull Murphy in a classic contest to decide the 2009 Group 1 SKY Channel 
Adelaide Cup final at Angle Park last Thursday night. 

El Galo holds out Scull Murphy to win the Adelaide Cup       (All Pics Walter Bulyga) 

El Galo's owner and handler Seona Hood was relieved her mighty chaser had just held 
on to win his third Group 1 worth $60,000 to the winner, the margin was a neck. 

"I'm so glad that's all over, on the home turn when they came past us I thought Scull 
Murphy might have his measure but he railed perfectly and I thought 'hang on boy' and 
he did " Hood said.                                    

                                                                                                                                    Continued on Page 2… 



       2 

El Galo major access his sensational box manners were on show again after he flew the traps and 
settled in his familiar spot out in front, but local hero Scull Murphy quickly got clear from his favourite 
box seven an ally he was previously unbeaten from in 10 starts. 

The “Scull” chased his heart out down the back, held his ground and closed on the home turn but ran a 
little wider than normal on the final turn. Close to the post he put a few massive bounds but just failed to 
bring home the perfect result for South Australia. 

Hood said their champion’s racing days are coming to an end and they will head to the Australian Cup 
series at The Meadows in Melbourne before finishing his race career at Wentworth Park in Sydney in 
the Golden Easter Egg series. 

"We'll be guided by the dog but that program should be a perfect finish for him he never pulls up well 
after a race he just tries so hard, he has been such a wonderful race dog for us we will be taking no 
risks with him at all, he has already done enough." Hood added. 

A disappointed Bob Isaacson, trainer of Scull Murphy, is contemplating an Australian Cup campaign 
with the Scull Murphy the raising four year old has raced well in Melbourne before and seems to be in 
as good a form as ever. 

El Galo’s trainer Jason Thompson, celebrating back to back Adelaide Cups upstairs heaped praise on 
Scull Murphy to his owner-trainer Bob Isaacson. 

"He's a ripper dog and an absolute credit to you, to have him racing as well as he is at his age is no 
mean feat." Thompson said. 

Seona Hood with her champion El Galo after the win 

Officials would have been delighted with not only how the race turned out but also the massive crowd 
that packed the course, figures on track were up about 30% in all areas. 

For the record El Galo ($1.50) beat Scull Murphy ($4.50) and SA Greyhound Of The Year Quinton Bale 
($20.10) third. Time for the final was 29.45 with sectional splits of 4.37 and a fast 16.65. 
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After the placed runners the field finished in the following order 4th Drink Driver ($16.40), 5th Proven 
Polly ($7.60), 6th Oval Avenue ($78.80) 7th Tashy Boy ($34.90) and Very Cool ($60.10). 

El Galo is a blue dog whelped November 2005 by Where’s Pedro from Roxy Reason (Malawi’s Prince x 
Playground) raced by Seona Hood and trained by Jason Thompson he has raced 56 times for 35 wins 
and 15 placings, adding the Adelaide Cup’s first prize of $60,000 his overall stake earnings went to 
$446,605. 

 

Adelaide Cup Honour Roll 
 
1972 Bristol Miss, 1973 Valjuka, 1974 Bristol Sue, 1975 Turn Pillage, 1976 Golden Spur, 1977 
Cavalier Queen, 1978 Riviera Tiger, 1979 Encanto, 1980 Youthful Prince, 1981 Lady Tornquest, 
1982 Smithy's Belle, 1983 Superstar, 1984 Knocklaun Gold, 1985 Thundering Two, 1986 
Farquhar, 1987 Club Edition, 1988 High Wonder, 1989 Kuriarkin, 1990 Sandi's Me Mum, 1991 
Highly Blessed, 1992 South Road Sid, 1993 Croation Star, 1994 Perplexed, 1995 Forest Fin, 1996 
Jurassic Vapour, 1997 Rare Deceit, 1998 Rapid Journey, 1999 Young Harrison, 2000 Jack Junior, 
2001 Brett Lee, 2002 Brookside Bear, 2003 Waterview Star, 2004 Hotline Hero, 2005 Collide, 2006 
Miss Spicy, 2007 Big Time Max and 2008 Whippy’s Image. 
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