
TRIBUTE TO AGRA HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 2016 

MIATA 
Inductee Hall of Fame August 2016 

Red Fawn Bitch (Bombastic Shiraz – Winsome Bluebird), Whelped 1st October 2009 Owners: Paul Stuart 

& Nicole Wheeler - Whye, Trainer: Paul Stuart 

Career Race Record - 51 Starts 42 wins 2 seconds and 4 thirds. Prize Money earned $715,508. 

2012, 2012-2013 AGRA Greyhound of the Year, 2012 WA Greyhound of the Year, Inducted in the WA 

Racing Hall of Fame 2014. 

Won 2012 Group 1 Association Cup (Wentworth Park), Won 2012 & 2013 Group 1 Galaxy (Cannington) 

Won 2012 Group 1 National Distance Championship (Hobart), Won 2012 Group 1 Bold Trease (Sandown) 

Won 2012 Group 2 Zoom Top. Finalist 2012 & 2013 Sandown Cup 3rd twice. Finalist 2012 Group1 
Albion Park Gold Cup (Unplaced).  
     

 

Mighty Maita by Neil Brown 
 
I have been very lucky in my life time to have watched the great bitch’s race, Zoom Top, Lizrene, Highly 
Blessed, Flying Amy, Tenthill Doll, and the previous Superstar from the West Sandi’s Me Mum.  
They are all Hall of Famers and this year have been joined by another darling of the track Miata. 
After Miata was born, she became the little red-fawn pup who hid in the corner as her nine siblings leapt 
about and yelped for attention. 
They were all for sale. 
Most of her enthusiastic brothers and sisters were snapped up, at $7000 a pop, but Miata got left behind. 
Her mum, Winsome Bluebird, developed mastitis after three weeks and trainer-breeder Paul Stuart was 
up every three hours, like a sleep-deprived new dad, feeding her milk formula from a bottle. 
Like the foal born "dead", or blue, who became champion galloper Northerly, Miata became strong 
instead of weak after this uncertain entry into the world of greyhound racing. 
Miata’s race career was unique in many ways but mainly because all distances came the same to her 
she smashed eight track records in three states and incredibly held all three Cannington records at the 
same time. 
Like the above superstars mentioned she demanded media attention nationwide something difficult to do 
especially for a dog from the West. 



 
 

Miata had her first racetrack 
appearance on the 18th May 
2011 in a maiden qualifying at 
Cannington, she clocked 30.26 
winning by 13 lengths. She won 
the final her first official race start 
on May 25th in 30.18 which was a 
record for a Maiden at 
Cannington. The slick speedster 
then went on to break the 
Cannington track record at just 
her third racetrack appearance 
she flew around the circuit in a 
scintillating 29.86 seconds. 
Miata returned to Cannington 

over the next month and stopped the clock in breathtaking times of 29.84, 29.81 seconds and 29.78 
seconds respectively. Miata’s won her first eight starts before tasting defeat in the 2011 Group Three 
Oaks final at Angle Park when she finished second to Victorian Mepunga Nicky. 
 
During her next series of starts the sensational Western Australian displayed her versatilely. Returning 
home from Adelaide, she won three of her five starts before stepping up to the 642 metre distance at 
Cannington. At her first attempt over the middle distance Miata broke the track record in a blistering 36.55 
seconds and just three starts later smashed the Mandurah track record dominating the race by twelve 
and three quarter lengths in a superb 36.40 seconds. As if that wasn’t enough, Miata made a clean sweep 
of the Cannington record times over the 500,600 and 700. 
Only a week after her exhibition at Mandurah she set a new benchmark of 41.30 seconds over the 
Cannington 715 metres. 
 

The little champ’s racetrack deeds had made her a punters 
pinup girl all around the nation which in itself was rare. It had 
been many years probably since Sandi’s Me Mum that a WA 
greyhound had received any media publicity, however Miata 
changed that in no uncertain terms. A Melbourne photo shoot 
with the Victorian superstar racehorse Black Caviar made the 
main stream newspapers in every state. Miata was making the 
headlines where ever she raced and was loved by her adoring 
fans particularly at home in West Australia. 
 
2012 was without doubt an amazing year on the track for Miata. 
Her outstanding performances were many she raced 25 times 
for 21 wins and two placings, she accumulated prize money of 
$515,393. Miata was crowned WA Greyhound of the Year and 
also the AGRA 2012 Australian Greyhound of the Year, she 
was the first Western Australian greyhound to be awarded the 
prestigious honour (it wasn’t an award when Sandi’s was 
racing). 
 
Throughout that year Miata after having her first crack at the 
trip where she broke the 715 metre track record at Cannington 

in January, the darling of greyhound racing went on to put together ten straight wins over the 700 metre 
distance.  
 
Miata triumphed in the Group One Galaxy in Perth, the Group Two Zoom Top at The Meadows and the 
Group One Association Cup at Wentworth Park (where she also clocked a track record of a flying 41.81 
seconds in her heat).  
The Group One distance feature most stayers are measured on is the Sandown Cup and if there is any 
disappointments in Miata’s career she tried twice to win the Cup and finished third on both occasions in 
2012 and 2013 to Irma Bale. She finished 2012 the way it started with another two Group One’s with the 
National Distance Championship in Hobart on a dreadful wet night and wet track, then returned to 
Sandown in November, winning the Bold Trease and capping off a super 2012. 



 
 
Miata kicked off 2013 at she had done in 2012 with her second win in the Group 1 Galaxy at Cannington. 
Following that triumph, in February she headed back east to Melbourne for the riches on offer during the 
Australian Cup carnival. She was again invited to compete in the Group One Zoom Top which she run 
third to Destini Fireball. She won a heat of the Group One Superstayers in 42.81 seconds before injury 
forced her withdrawal from that series. 
As mentioned above she failed in her second attempt at winning the Sandown Cup, however it was her 
last campaign and fair to say the lead up had been far from ideal for the brilliant chaser, with just one run 
back from a spell she begun well in the heat from box two got shunted back into third position before 
making her move off the back to race home and score decisively in 42.39 seconds.  
The Sandown Club as usual made it a Maita night almost willing her to win, there were special posters 
made and a large picture board for the public to sign. While every patron on course was to be a part 
owner of one of Miata’s first pups born. The greyhound raced as Miata Gold and has won at Cranbourne 
before coming on season. The club even acknowledged her biggest fan WA Racecaller Peter O’Neill 
flying him to Melbourne for what turned out to be the champ’s last start. 
In August back in Melbourne she was crowned the AGRA Greyhound of the Year for 2012-2013 albeit a 
controversial decision more likely caused by the change over to the award from a calendar year to a 
financial year for the first time.   
 
A shining light throughout Maita’s early life and stunning race career has been part-owner and trainer 
Paul Stuart. His dedication and commitment to his pride and joy was nothing short of perfection. His love 
for Miata shone through as he always looked after her best interests and was a very proud man in 
Adelaide when on hand to receive her timely induction into the AGRA Hall of Fame. 
 

 

Paul Stuart accepting Miata’s induction into the AGRA Hall of Fame at the InterContinental Hotel, 

Adelaide, South Australia on Friday the 26th of August 2016. 


