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Training Duo Double Up 
 

A pair of South Australian bred chasers gave veteran trainer Jeff Britton one of his 
finest nights at the track when Oakvale Destiny and Oakvale Flyer ($5.30) quinellaed 
the final of the $145,000 Group 1 Macro Meats Sapphire Crown. 
  
Sent to the boxes an $8.50 chance, Oakvale Destiny was the last greyhound out of the 
boxes and was checked soon after. However the tenacious daughter of Vapour Whirl 
soon gathered speed and through the first turn had improved to third place. 

           Oakvale Destiny wins the Sapphire Final (All Pics Clint Anderson) 
 
With clear running down the back straight, Oakvale Destiny loomed up to early leaders 
Te Amo and Prue Bale ($3.60) before sweeping past on turning for home and 
powering to a memorable victory. 
  
Litter and kennel mate Oakvale Flyer stormed home for second, completing the 
quinella for the popular Lara trainer. 
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“She needed a little bit of luck from there and fortunately she got it,” said Britton. 
 
  
The pair had shown glimpses of their potential in the recent Group 2 Queensland Futurity where both 
endured chequered runs to narrowly miss the placings. That experience held the duo in good stead 
for tonight’s final despite being the youngest chasers in the race. 
  
“The whole litter showed a lot of ability when they were being broken in, and we were fortunate that 
Nathan (Wilson, owner and breeder) sent them to us. 
  
“They’re still only learning. They’ve only had a dozen starts or so but they’re improving with every 
start.” 
  
Oakvale Destiny had won $9695 from her three wins entering tonight’s final. Her seventh win netted 
connections an additional $100,000. 
  
To cap off a remarkable evening, Britton and his partner Angela Langton also qualified three finalists 
for next Thursday night’s Sandown Cup. 
 
The Macro Meats Sapphire Crown – Australia’s richest race for bitches – boasts one of the finest 
honour rolls in Australian greyhound racing, with Bogie Leigh, Paua To Burn, Betty’s Angel, Queen 
Lauryn and Cindeen Shelby among recent winners. 
 
After the placings the field finished in the following order 4th Amadeus Strikes ($21.00), 5th Te Amo 
($7.20), 6th You Say Goodbye ($11.60) 7th Hot Dream ($33.00) and Zelemar Fever ($3.40). 
 
Oakvale Destiny is raced by Nathan Wilson and is trained by Jeff Britton at Anakie in Victoria. By 
Vapour Whirl form Foot Luce (Hallucinate x Scarlett). She is a Blue Bitch whelped July 2012 she has 
won four of her 11 starts and has been placed on three occasions and with the $100,000 first prize 
for the Sapphire Crown it took her current stake earnings to $109,695. 
 
The Sapphire Classic was first run in 1974 as an age restricted race for dogs and bitches. The event 
was relaunched in 2002 as the Sapphire Crown Classic a bitches only feature. Listed below is the 
impressive list of past winners.   
  

Group 1 Sapphire Crown Classic  
Honour Roll 

 
Year Winner  Trainer  Time 
1974 Bristol Sue (SA) Doug Payne  31.11 
1975 Dynamic Dean Paul Hogan  30.67 
1976 Tawny Brad  Greg Durham  30.82 
1977 Overflow Love Pat Haas  31.09 
1978 Rubin Caine  Ted Sallows  30.77 
1979 Monica’s Mist John Hellingman 30.74 
1980 Worthy Weston Brian Jacobson 30.93 
1981 Shamrock Flight Kevin McCabe  31.06 
1982 Wynlee Spirit (TAS) Alan Roberts  31.17 
1983 Rocky Pyramid Fred Ladd  30.65 
1984 Currency Lass Ned Bryant      31.10 
1985 Rembrant  John Hose  31.06 
1986 Sydney Dingaan Ned Bryant  30.83 
1987 Rothwell  Keith Anderson 30.63 
1988 Hogan   Len Ketelaar  31.02 



1989 Super Gun  Eddie Baumgartner 30.81 
*1989 Dapto Brandi  Darren Murray  30.77 
1990 Ravello  Robert Britton  30.82 
1991 Heza Mullrook Keith Kent  30.42 
1992 Dashing Eagle Bob Douglas  30.31 
1993 Magnacarter  Bill McNally  30.60 
1994 Stylish Raider Kevin Byng  30.33 
1995 Ben’s Surprise Len Ketelaar  30.34 
1996   Sarah’s Deano Marion Siakew 30.30 
1997  Token Prince(NSW) Michael Abbott 30.31 
1998  Time Framer  Philip Newman 30.12 
1999 Ashlee Jeannine    Peter Giles  29.74 
2000 Dutchy’s Angel    Tom Dailly  29.74 
2001 Let It Be  Neil Dicks  29.75 
2002 Bye For Now  Ian Dann  30.00 
2003 Bogie Leigh (QLD) Tony Brett  30.07 
2004 Paua To Burn(NSW) Steven White  29.85 
2005 Paua To Burn(NSW) Steven White  29.82 
2006 Betty’s Angel  Paul Bartolo  29.85 
2007 Que Sera Sera Angela Langton 29.91 
2008 Queen Lauryn Tony Brett  29.79 
2009 Cindeen Shelby Kelvyn Greenough 29.72 
2010 Not Held 
2011 Amakler Girl  Robert Stack  29.70 
2012 Peggy May  Jason Thompson 29.42 
2013 Xylia Allen  Graeme Bate  29.51 
* Run as the Sandown Auction Classic, July 1989 

        

 

Awesome Project Wins the 

Harrison-Dawson 
Darren McDonald added another feature final to his glittering resume when Awesome Project ($4.10) 
scored a brilliant all-of-the-way win in the Group 2 Berwick Mazda Harrison-Dawson at Sandown 
Park tonight. 
  
Awesome Project endured a chequered run in his heat, however he created his own luck in the final 
by springing the lids and holding off Musquin Bale ($3.20) by a length in 29.49. Banjo Boy ($3.60) 
was third. 
  
“He came out well tonight,” said an understated McDonald. 
  
“He had to lead the dog in box two out (Musquin Bale) because he’s pretty strong and we couldn’t 
have run him down. But he had that bit of luck, getting a clear run and crossing down to the rail and 
was strong enough to hang on.” 
  
Owner Brad Canty sent his star to McDonald after claiming the Group 2 Gosford Cup in early 
January. Since that move, Awesome Project has won seven of 13 starts to improve his overall record 
to 18 wins from 38 starts. He has now won $205,100. 
  
Canty, who was track side for his chaser’s win, celebrated in style by shouting the bar on course. 
  
McDonald capped a memorable night by qualifying two finalists for next Thursday night’s RSN 
Sandown Cup, with Sweet It Is and Zipping Joe progressing to the $250,000 feature. 
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The Harrison-Dawson is named in honour of three of Sandown Park’s finest servants, Henry 
Harrison who served as Sandown Chairman for 23 years, his daughter and life member Loretta, and 
son-in-law and current Sandown Chairman Geoff Dawson, who celebrated 25 years as Chairman in 
2012. 
 

 
          Awesome Project races away with the Harrison-Dawson final (Pic Clint Anderson) 
 
After the placings the field finished in the following order 4th Hawk Alone ($9.40), 5th Cornelius 
Fudge ($15.80), 6th Owen Bale ($29.00) 7th Tyronimo ($24.00) and Texas Titan ($9.60). 
 
Awesome Project is raced Bradley Canty and trained by Darren McDonald he is a Black dog 
whelped March 2011 by Collision from Honour Phase (Big Daddy Cool x Hunter Tylo). Awesome 
Project has won 18 of his 38 starts and has been placed on 11 occasions, with the $100,000 first 
prize for the Harrison-Dawson has his current stake earnings stand at $205,100. 
 
Past winners the race after it was run for the first time in 2009 as the Dawson was won by Dyna 
Forte, 2010 Flash Of Light, 2011 Don Chendo, 2012 General Destini and 2013 Clone Your Own. 

 

 
Thanks for information supplied by Michael Floyd Sandown Media Manager. 
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