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Two favourites home in Richmond 
Classics 

                                                                                By Neil Brown AGRA 

 
Friday night’s Richmond Derby and Oaks went according to plan for the favourites Knight Sprite and 
Mitchcharlie Mia when both scored top class wins in the age old classics. 
 

Knight Sprite the $2 favourite proved box four again would be lucky for him when he found a handy 
position at the first turn. 
 
He had won twice and placed once on his three previous starts wearing the blue rug, as well as 

triumphing on his last two visits to Richmond. 

In a competitive race down the back straight Knight Sprite turned for home in front and was too 
strong for Brad Hill Billy ($4.70) and Black Driftwood ($15.20) in the run to the line. 
 

The black Hunter Valley chaser has been a model of consistency for trainer Gayle Masterson it was 
his second Group 2 victory for 2016 having one the Gosford Cup in January. 

      Knight Sprite holds off Brad Hill Billy to win the Richmond Derby (Official Photo Finish) 
 
His solid record at Wentworth Park will see him challenge for the upcoming Golden Easter Egg with 
the series commencing at Group 1 level next Saturday night. With a best winning time of 29.72 he 
should be one of the front running contenders for the classic event. 
 

In the oaks final Mitchcharlie Mia was an easy favourite at $3.30 the impressive Northern Rivers 
bitch proved too good in a strong performance when she held off Star Torana ($5.10) and Duna 
Runa ($7.40) in the time of 30.66. 
 

Both Richmond races are steeped in history having first been run in the 50’s the early classics were 
run up the Richmond straight of 320 yards with some Fields numbering 10 runners. 
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Mitcharlie Mia wins the Oaks holding off a determined group of chasers (Official Photo Finish)  
 
Some of the great champions to have won the Richmond Oaks including Zoom Top & Winifred Bale.  
While in the Derby past winners include Peter Glider, Rapid Supreme, Buka Sunset, Cyrus The Virus 
and Mandagery man.  

After the placings in the Derby the field finished in the following order 4th Sir Charleton ($6.90), 5th 
Cobber In Motion ($24.70), 6th La Grand Logie ($11.10) 7th Rudianos ($23.00) and Opus Forte 
($11.00). 

Knight Sprite is raced and trained by Gayle Masterson at Hexham in New South Wales, he is a Black 

dog whelped February 2013 by Magic Sprite from Jaydo’s Neglect (Watch The Web x Fair Hazard). 

Knight Sprite has won 24 and been placed 16 times from his 50 starts and with the $36,000 first 

prize for the Richmond Derby it took his current stake earnings to $137,688. 

After the placings in the Oaks the field finished in the following order 4th Good Odds Regina ($14.00), 
5th Outside Pass ($11.00), 6th All A Blaze ($4.10) 7th Eva Diva ($18.30) and Weblec Belle ($11.80). 

Mitcharlie Mia is raced and trained by Mitchell Northfield at Dobies Bight in New South Wales, she 

is a Black bitch whelped July 2013 by Don’t Knocka Him from Proper Lucy (Regal Brett x Proper 

Jessica). Mitcharlie Mia has won 17 and been placed 10 times from his 33 starts and with the $36,000 

first prize for the Richmond Oaks it took her current stake earnings to $68,194. 

 
Listed below is the Richmond Derby honour roll first run up the straight 320 yards in 1957 it then 
changed to a grass circle over 537 metres in 1974. In a major revamp the club put down a new loam 
surface and track re-shape in 1999 and the Derby is now run over the new distance of 535 metres. 
  
1957 Lilac's Luck, 1958 Some Clue, 1959 Sudden Glory, 1960 Little Budgie, 1961 Dodger's 
Luck, 1962 Gold Packet, 1963 Flying Myobb, 1964 King Ming, 1965 Top Mitch, 1966 African 
Ballet, 1967 Fleetfoot Joe, 1968 Red Park, 1969 -1973 “Not Held” 1974 Roomatic, 1975 Ainslie 
Boy 1976 Wade Park, 1977 Woodburn Wonder, 1978 Leon Kuley, 1979 Major Willa, 1980 
Papuana, 1981 Timeaclog, 1982 Peter Glider 1983 Opal Columbus, 1984 Bindall's Hope / 
Ceamy Koco (DH) 1985 Rapid Supreme, 1986 Tiger Country, 1987 Buka Sunset, 1988 
Maggiore, 1989 Rumpus Brandi, 1990 Whisky Bale, 1991 Kedo's Image, 1992 Tallest Peer, 
1993 National Leader, 1994 Wiljarra, 1995 Fabian, 1996 Antique Vision, 1997 Spanish Master, 
1998 Murphy's Benji, 1999 Royal Pilgrim, 2000 Stately Bird, 2001 Zingalong Red, 2002 Tourist 
Dan, 2003 Cyrus The Virus, 2004 Spring Secret, 2005 Gozo Master, 2006 Cool Matt, 2007 
Laurie’s Tigers, 2008 Mandagery Man, 2009 Cool Flight, 2010 Bogie Brave 2011 Decembrist, 
2012 Path To Vegas, 2013 Jagger Swagger, 2014 Red Road and 2015 Quasi Bale. 
 
Listed below is the known past winners of the Richmond Oaks it is somewhat incomplete and is still 
being researched to bring it up to date.  Like the Derby the Oaks was first run in 1957 up the straight 
320 yards and it then changed to a grass circle over 537 metres in 1974. In a major revamp the club 
put down a new loam surface and track re-shape in 1999 and the Derby is now run over the new 
distance of 535 metres. 
  
 



 
 
1957 Winter Sweet,1958 Queen Rhombo,1959 Eve's Joy, 1960 Crofton Light, 1961 Evandale 
Babe, 1962 Sandalla, 1963 Top Nell, 1964 Social Rose, 1965 Tina Capri, 1966 Star Stripper 
1967 Brenda Rene, 1968 Zoom Top, 1969 – 1978 Not Held, 1979 Matana Gee, 1980 Eat Your 
Words, 1981 Busy's Bullet, 1982 Gwendalyn Bale, 1983 Winifred Bale, 1984 Werosie Again, 
1985 Brave Gambler, 1986 Current Design, 1987 Letrac's Choice, 1988 Expensive Lee, 1989 
Little Apex, 1990 Butterfly Blue, 1991 Gracious, 1992 Amy's Doll, 1993 Silver Cassie 1994 
Mystery Idle 1995 Summer Blitz 1996 Dashing Mittens 1997 Silent Tribute 1998 Sailing, 1999 
Lyntanga , 2000 Arenia Miss, 2001 Creative Whisky, 2003 Mariska, 2005 Frosty Fruits, 2007 
Sweet Fancy, 2009 Kelmatt’s Melody, 2010 Little Sparkle, 2011 Premier Journey, 2012 Zipping 
Catra, 2014 Smashing Sally and 2015 Rue De Khan.  
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