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         Iona Seven Wins the Paws 
                                         By Jeff Collerson GRNSW Website 

Iona Seven ($6.30) obliterated Pure Octane’s nine-year-old race record when she romped 
away to win the Sportingbet Paws Of Thunder (520m) at Wentworth Park in 29.56. 

The Robbie Britton-trained daughter of Swift Fancy was always going to break the race 
record when she catapulted from box six to clock splits of 5.32 and 13.70 in Saturday 
night’s Sportingbet Paws Of Thunder at Wentworth Park. Pure Octane's previous race 
record was 29.77. 

                      Iona Seven in action last week at Wentworth Park 

Sydney-based Frank Sidrak, who bred Iona Seven, was confident of victory, even though 
she had seemed to draw poorly in box six. 

“I reminded Robbie (Britton) that Iona Seven’s first win was from box six," Frank said. 
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“And I was even more confident when my sister Michelle, who owns Iona Seven, called out her kennel 
name Misty as the field was parading to the start. 

“Misty turned around, looked at Michelle, and wagged her tail, and I knew then she was going to win, it 
was an omen." 

Punch One Out ($2.80) was a gallant second, cutting Tasmania’s Buckle Up Wes ($4.50) out of the 
$25,000 runner-up cheque by a length. 

Jason Mackay, Punch One Out’s trainer, conceded the winner was “just too good". 

“Entering the back straight I thought Punch One Out was going to win but she took an eternity to get 
around Buckle Up Wes, and when she didn’t zip around him to go after Iona Seven I knew we were in 
trouble," Jason said. 

In the other feature race of the night, Dyna Willow ($4.70) notched up her second win at Wentworth 
when she took out the Group 2 Sportingbet Summer Distance Plate (720m) in a thrilling finish. 

The Tony Brett-trained Benarkin ($17.70) led the field up until the final bend, before Destini Fireball 
($10.00) charged past looking all but the winner, before Dyna Willow charged home and to get up in the 
tightest of photo finishes in a time of 42.48. 

Meanwhile, Gradence took his earnings past the $100,000 mark when he ran down Jimmy Coyne’s 
brave front runner Evil Punk in The Collerson. 

Gradence was originally trained by his owner Joe Scerri but he transferred the dog to Mark and Daniel 
Gatt and the Thirlmere trainers have played a big role in the dog winning 21 and being placed 35 times 
in 77 starts. 

Joe, who handed Gradence over to the Gatts due to work commitments, ironically has recently joined 
the Gatt kennels on a full-time basis to assist them with the training of their big team. 

After the placed runners the field finished in the following order Boyce Road ($8.40), Peter Rocket 
($10.30), Manyana Groper ($26.10), and Veyron Bale ($5.20).  
 
Iona Seven is Black Bitch whelped July '12 she is by Swift Fancy from Iona Habit (Fenceline x Dancing 
Habit). She is raced by Michelle Sidrak and is trained by Robert Britton at Lara in Victoria. The Group 1 
Paws Of Thunder win took her record to 41 starts for 15 wins and 13 placings and prizemoney earnings 
of $181,455. 
 
After the placings in the Summer Plate the field finished in the following order Born Ali ($8.10), Smart 
Valentino ($4.00), Lucy Wires ($2.70), Mimicking ($38.80) and Set To Shine ($25.30). 
 
Dyna Willow is Red Brindle bitch whelped July '12 she is by Collision from Horizon Bale (Stately Bird x 
Vodeena Bale). She is raced by Brendan Wheeler and trained by Steven Collins of Lara in Victoria. Her 
race record stands at 37 starts for 14 wins and 10 placings and prizemoney earnings of $145,185.  
 

 



Listed below are the past winners of Paws Of Thunder which was formerly known as the St.Leger and 
first run in 1957. The NSW NCA restructured the prizemoney and the race name in 2001.         
   
1957 Idle Sign, 1958 Ebony Minda, 1959 Super Samson, 1960 Constant Raider, 1961 Elsie Moss, 
1962 Black Top, 1963 Miss Warcroft, 1964 Revival King, 1965 Daily Tide, 1966 Sunset Fire, 1967 
Another Glitter, 1968 Zoom Top, 1969 Beau Brin, 1970 Size Seven, 1971 Romantic Top, 1972 Likely 
Light, 1973 Trella Light, 1974 Busy's Chief, 1975 Mighty Aussie, 1976 Palaver, 1977 Fine Arama, 
1978 Oberon Lily, 1979 Lord Raleigh, 1980 Glider's Son, 1981 Promises Free, 1982 Winifred Bale, 
1983 Winston Lass, 1984 Beach Rhythm 1985 Another Flash, 1986 Memories Gate, 1987 See Yah, 
1988 Grizzly Bear, 1989 Jessica Kate, 1990 Dixie Lass, 1991 Little Denver, 1992 Iago, 1993 Leon 
Mal, 1994 Zazziam, 1995 Nine Inch Nails, 1996 Tamborine Dancer, 1997 Elle's Commando, 1998 
Waiwera Marika, 1999 Stately Bird, 2000 Some Secret, 2001 Suellen Bale, 2002 Modern Assassin, 
2003 Winsome Shot, 2004 Kobble Rock 2005 Pure Octane, 2006 Suave Fella, 2007 Leprechaun 
Pace, 2008 One Tree Hill, 2009 Cindeen Shelby, 2010 Lochinvar Marlow, 2011 Fancy Will, 2012 
(Not Held) and 2013 Sheikha.   
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