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National Derby & Futurity Wrap 
 

By Neil Brown 
 

After five heats of the Ladbrokes National Derby held at Wentworth Park last night the two outstanding runs of 
the night went to the Victorian trained sprinters Out Of Range and Fernando Express. 
 
Both recording the same time at 29.91 the fastest of the night, Silver Chief winner Out Of Range was 
outstanding going straight to the front from box seven and giving nothing else a chance racing away for a very 
impressive win. 
 
Fernando Express likewise held the rail around the first turn and used his advantage of the inside drawn in box 
two to lead all the way giving little else much hope. 
 
Other heat winners were Two Times Twice for veteran mentor John Finn, he raced home strongly to win in 
30.17. Finn has finalists in both events next week.  
 
While Little Digger for Ray Smith came from worse than mid field to rail up in the home straight and get home 
for a top win in 30.48. Smith trained last year's Derby winner Big Daddy Bee and will be hoping to repeat the 
dose with Little Digger drawn box three in the decider. 
 
The remaining heat went to the red boxed Mount Brown for Charlie Micallef in 30.49, using the box to lead 
around the first turn, he held off all challengers for a solid win. 
 
The box draw for the Derby final has made the race quite interesting with Out Of Range drawing box four and 
Fernando Express in seven they will more than likely starting first and second favourites with chances given to 
Two Times Twice and Little Digger. 
 
In the heats of the Ladbrokes National Futurity we saw the fastest time recorded by the Victorian trained 
Slingshot Gypsy she led all the way, giving Robert Britton, top chances in both races next week. She was an 
impressive winner in 30.19 defeating Blue Sky Riot also training in Victoria by Anthony Azzopardi, while 
Dreaming Time for Ron Lambert finished third making the final. 
 
The second heat also went to a Victorian in Dyna Yami for Samantha Ferguson. Well drawn in box two she 
chased early leader Madeline Keeping before taking over at the home turn and was too good for Sheez My 
Chicki in 30.39. 
  
The final heat of the Futurity went to Zinkey, she chased Winsome Currency most of the journey but got home 
the stronger for Lindsay Davis in 30.37. Beat The Bank was third and is first reserve for the final. 
Zinkey has come up with box one in the Classic and will probably start around the $10 mark. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                          Continued Page 2… 



                                                                                      2 
 
Slingshot Gypsy has to deal with box eight but if she begins like she did last night she would prove hard to 
beat. She will more than likely start favourite ahead of Blue Sky Riot in box four, Winsome Currency and Poco 
Dorado in boxes six and seven. It appears a far more open event then the Derby. 

                                                                                                                                      
Both Classics are stepped in history the Derby first run in 1963 when won by the mighty Keen Linen and the 
Futurity run for the first time a year later in 64, when won by Cultured Girl. The races were the NCA’s flag ship 
events for many years and have been won by some of the superstars of the sport.  

          GROUP ONE – Ladbrokes National Derby Classic $75,000 to the winner 
 

 Box Draw and Fixed Market for the Ladbrokes National Derby 520: 
 

   $75,000 to the winner Group 1 Ladbrokes National Derby Classic 520m  

Box Greyhound Trainer Price B/T 

 One Hour Parking Mark Knowles $15 NBT 

 Two Times Twice John Finn   $5 29.90 

 Little Digger Ray Smith    $10 30.00 

 Out Of Range (VIC) Seona Thompson $1.90 29.91 

 Rostered On Christopher Carl $17 30.00 

 Mount Brown Charlie Micallef $51 30.15 

 Fernando Express (VIC) Rob Britton  $3.60 29.91 

 Off The Leash Amanda Brunton    $21 30.10 

 Blue Moon Rising (RES) John Finn $51 30.86 

 Gagan Colin (RES) John Robinson $51 30.25 
 

 
Local expert’s selections for the National Derby final are as follows. 
 
Gerard Guthrie  Adam Dobbin  Ron Arnold       Tim Newbold 
1st Out Of Range  1st Out Of Range  1st Fernando Express 1st Out Of Range 
2nd Fernando Express 2nd Two Times Twice   2nd Two Times Twice  2nd Two Times Twice 
3rd Two Times Twice 3rd Little Digger       3rd Out Of Range      3rd Little Digger 
 

             GROUP ONE – Ladbrokes National Futurity Classic $75,000 to the winner 
  

Box Draw and Fixed Market for the Ladbrokes National Futurity 520: 
 

   $75,000 to the winner Group 1 Ladbrokes National Futurity Classic 520m  

Box Greyhound Trainer Price B/T 

 Zinkey Lindsay Davis $10 30.37 

 Dyna Yami (VIC) Samantha Ferguson   $10 30.39 

 Dreaming Time Ronald Lambert  $13 30.31 

 Blue Sky Riot (VIC) Anthony Azzopardi $4 NBT 

 Sheez My Chicki Christine Proctor $13 30.52 

 Winsome Currency Marie Burton $5.50 30.76 

 Poco Dorado John Finn  $5.50 30.03 

 Slingshot Gypsy (VIC) Rob Britton    $3 30.19 

 Beat The Bank (RES) Kerry Drynan $34 31.04 

 Madeline Keeping (RES) Brett Bravo $8.50 NBT 
 



  

Local expert’s selections for the National Futurity final are as follows. 
 
Gerard Guthrie   Adam Dobbin  Ron Arnold       Tim Newbold 
1st Slingshot Gypsy 1st Blue Sky Riot    1st Slingshot Gypsy  1st Poco Dorado  
2nd Dyna Yami   2nd Slingshot Gypsy 2nd Blue Sky Riot    2nd Blue Sky Riot 
3rd Poco Dorado  3rd Dyna Yami  3rd Poco Dorado    3rd Slingshot Gypsy 
 
The National Derby was first run in 1963 and was for a long period the NCA’s Group 1 flagship at one time it 
was worth $100,000 to the winner. The club changed its direction a few years ago, making the St Ledger better 
known as the Paws Of Thunder the richer of the two events settling on $75,000 to the winner for the Derby. With 
the deregistration of the NCA both Group 1 features are operated by the GBOTA. Listed below is the full honour 
roll. 
 
1963 Keen Linen, 1964 Flying Myobb, 1965 Chariot Charm, 1966 Roman Earl, 1967 Mister Moss, 1968 
Second Stage, 1969 Abbey Road, 1970 Arthur's Desire, 1971 Bomber's Gift,  1972 Young Moss, 1973 
Rushin' Moss, 1974 Steelflex, 1975 Steelflex, 1976 Baguio, 1977 Chief Holly, 1978 True Leader, 1979 
Tegimi, 1980 General Jeff, 1981 Handicap, 1982 Lord Tegimi, 1983 World Park Ned, 1984 Inch Time, 1985 
Rapid Supreme, 1986 Holstein Boy, 1987 Shy Sultan, 1988 Clover Chief, 1989 Worth Doing, 1990 Master 
Hilo, 1991 Pretty Tardy, 1992 Little Denver, 1993 Major Gossip, 1994 Indian Dance, 1995 Dallas Man, 1996 
Cattle Drive, 1997 Comrade In Arms, 1998 Mepunga Blaze, 1999 Hahn Bale, 2000 Fond Regards, 2001 
Mean Bean, 2002 Medinah, 2003 Greasy Grizzly, 2004 Pacific Sky, 2005 Eiffella, 2006 Brother Knows, 
2007 Slater, 2008 Borat, 2009 Fedex, 2010 Elite Blue Size, 2011 Bogie King, 2012 Sure As, 2013 Jagger 
Swagger, 2014 Zipping Brock, 2015 Fernando Bale, 2016 Magic Spring and 2017 Big Daddy Bee. 
 
The National Futurity was another time honoured flagship event for the NCA first run in 1964, it has been won 
by some wonderful bitches’ over the years most of which continued to carve out outstanding race careers. Listed 
below is the full honour roll. 
 
1964 Cultured Girl, 1965 West Opal, 1966 Miss Lane, 1967 Pearl Moss, 1968  Rocket Bridge, 1969 Anne 
Lewis, 1970 Tidal Mist, 1971 Top Saba, 1972 Spanish Dancer, 1973 Likely Light, 1974 Tintawin, 1975 
Night Aim, 1976 Woolley Wong, 1977 Little Fresh, 1978 Tearaway Owl, 1979 Baretop Girl, 1980 Beaumaris 
Sue, 1981 Zany Zen, 1982 Promises Free, 1983 Winifred Bale, 1984 Turbo Top, 1985 Sophistication, 1986 
Flash Jass, 1987 Expensive Lee, 1988 Tiger's Sunset, 1989 Mary Casey, 1990 Gozo Nicoloa, 1991 Just 
Jedda, 1992 November Sunset, 1993 National Night, 1994 Mystery Idle, 1995 Tar Dinn, 1996 Holiday Belle, 
1997 Rare Missile, 1998 Fine Devil, 1999 Crystal Light, 2000 Junoesque, 2001 Queen Muffin, 2002 
Hotshow Lil, 2003 Lissiloo, 2004 Nulkaba, 2005 Lukeamy 2006 Jinderra Flame and 2007 Bralyn Maisie, 
2008 Elite Oriental, 2009 Digital Magic, 2010 Daydream, 2011 Crystin Bale, 2012 Midnight Capers, 2013 
Sometimes Speedy, 2014 Rue De Kahn, 2015 Zipping Midge, 2016 Cash In Motion and 2017 Striker Light. 
                       
 For any further information contact: Operations Manager Ellen Harris Ph:(02)85871210  
ellen@gbota.com.au Contact Ellen about: Function bookings, sponsorship, racing matters, Feature Races, 
close of nominations, trial times and bookings. 
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