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    Irma Bale Doubles Up 
 

Irma Bale claimed her second group race title in as many months with a brilliant 
victory in the $58,000 Group 2 McKenna Memorial at Sandown Park tonight. 
Backed in to $2.80 favouritism, the Sandown Cup winner began well from box three 
to rail through to the lead at the first turn. 
It’s A Blur ($9.90), the sole interstate trained greyhound in the race, then swept down 
the middle of the track to assume the lead on leaving the home straight. However that 
racing style would eventually prove her undoing.  
It’s A Blur gifted Irma Bale an inside passage leaving the back straight and the 25kg 
dynamo powered through the gap, racing to the lead on straightening for home racing 
to a two length victory in a race record 33.99 seconds and handing master trainer 
Graeme Bate his first McKenna Memorial. Fastest heat winner Premier Boloney 
($4.60) finished strongly to run third a further 1.5 lengths adrift. 
“She’s a really good bitch,” said handler Joe Briffa  

                  Irma Bale in full flight winning the McKenna Memorial 
 
“She went super tonight. Graeme just wanted her to jump, and thought that if she did 
she’d win the race and that’s what happened.” 
Irma Bale jumped only fairly in her heat, and the kennel feared a modest start could 
jeopardise her chances in the final. Despite the concerns, Bate didn’t change her 
preparations for the race. 
“Graeme said she’d break 34 seconds tonight. Last week she got galloped on at the 
first turn and still ran 34.12 (seconds). This week, she got out perfectly and that was 
the difference.” 
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From the outstanding Bartrim Bale-Amelia Bale litter that features Sandown 515m track record 
holder Bekim Bale and Meadows 525m track record holder Heston Bale, tonight’s win was the 21st 
of Irma Bale’s  42 start career (with 10 placings) and the $40,000 first prize took her career 
earnings to $217,261.  
Irma Bale has proven herself to be one of the country’s most versatile greyhounds, having not only 
won over each of Sandown Park’s three race distances in excellent time (515m – 29.44, 595m – 
33.99, 715m – 41.79), but is the first greyhound to compete in a group final at each race distance 
at Sandown Park (won the McKenna Memorial over 595m, won the Sandown Cup over 715m, 
fourth in the Laurels over 515m). 
The win completed a winning double for both trainer Graeme Bate and sire Bartrim Bale with David 
Bale winning the Free For All in a slick 29.30 seconds. Bate was the only trainer with multiple wins 
on the night, with 11 different trainers saluting across the 12 race card. 
   

        Irma Bale with handler Joe Briffa After the Final of the McKenna Memorial   (All Pics Paul Munt) 

 
After the placed runners the field finished in the following order 4th Coolan Miss ($5.70), 5th Erica 
Allen ($28.50), 6th One Last Dance ($7.40) 7th Katie Merry ($37.80) and 8th Godsend ($7.50). 
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Owned by leviathan New South Wales owner Paul Wheeler, Irma Bale is a member of an 
outstanding Bartrim Bale x Amelia Bale (Sonic Flight x Evonne Bale) litter than includes Sandown 
515m track record holder Bekim Bale and The Meadows 525m track record holder Heston Bale. 
Irma Bale’s win in the McKenna Memorial was the 21st win of her 42 start career, and the $40,000 
first prize took her career prize money to $217,261.  
 
The McKenna Memorial was first run in 1971 and acknowledges the contribution to the Sandown 
Club by legendary administrator Jack McKenna. McKenna came to Sandown and took the job of 
Club secretary in the 1940’s from Tatura in central Victoria. He had held the position of secretary 
of the Tatura Plumpton Coursing Club and he made a major impact after arriving in the city. He 
was instrumental in the club’s advancement in many ways but importantly its move across the 
railway line and the purchase of the land of the current site. McKenna’s ability as an administrator 
is still to this day talked about in revenant terms and the sport and particularly Sandown will 
always be in his debt. The honour roll listed below of past winners is a classy one it starts with 
National Distance Champ Saki Dasher trained by Aussie Rules superstar Bob Pratt and finishes 
with this year’s winner Strong Intention plus last year’s winner Flash of Light both who won over 
the 595. When the race was conducted over the 700 the list contains some of the best stayers of 
all time.        
 
1971 Saki Dasher, 1972 Binica, 1973 Lizrene, 1974 Audiro, 1975 La Sierra, 1976 Bolta's Gift, 
1977 Miss O'Dare, 1978 Irish Temptress, 1979 Precious Charm, 1980 Tarmoor Eagle, 1981 
Leader's Jester, 1982 Supplier, 1983 Quick Pulse, 1984 Sheila's Teresa, 1985 Doris Lee, 
1986 Plunderer, 1987 High Intensity, 1988 Lady Paragon, 1989 Rules, 1990 National Honour, 
1991 Pleasure, 1992 Pace Galore, 1993 Havadip, 1994 Minyama, 1995 Keon Star, 1996 
Wiljaver, 1997 Sam's Idol, 1998 Totally Ablaze, 1999 Kobble Creek, 2000 Osti's Joker, 2001 
Pearl Larricki, 2002 Boomeroo, 2003 Arvo’s Junior, 2004 Arvo’s Athena, 2005 Malfoy, 2006 
Token Arrow, 2007 Miss Grub, 2008 Fallen Zorro, 2009 Mantra Lad, 2010 Flash Of Light and 
2011 Strong Intention. 
 

                     Thanks to Mick Floyd Sandown Racing &Media Manager for story content. 
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