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 Oaks Road’s Golden 
Run 

 
                        Story Courtesy Josh Callinan Maitland Mercury 
 
As a Perth Cup winner and a 2011 NSW Greyhound of the Year nominee Oaks 
Road ($2.70) was the most credentialed starter heading into the group 2 Gold Cup at 
Maitland Showground on Thursday night. 

But serious question marks remained about starting out wide from box eight in 
Maitland’s feature greyhound race. 

In a little over 25 seconds Oaks Road answered the critics and showed why he took 
the tag of favouritism into the annual event. 

The three-year-old black dog produced a patient yet powerful performance over the 
450 metre journey, exploding down the straight to claim the $40,000 prize for south 
western Sydney trainer Mark Gatt. 

“It was a really good run,” Gatt said. 

“He [Oaks Road] got caught out wide, like we thought he would, and he just stayed 
out there and did all he could do. 

“He held on and then took off down the straight, he was basically too good in the 
end.” 

But it took some hard work to get to the post first for Oaks Road (25.16 seconds) and 
finish ahead of second emergency Sudden Splash (25.23s), who got a run after Blitz 
To Excel was scratched, and fastest qualifier Buck Fever (25.24s). 

Four wide into the first bend, Oaks Road was stuck outside Sudden Splash ($41.60), 
first reserve Oh Watta Nite, in for Compacto, and Adam Meway. 

Coming out of the turn Oaks Road was pushed even wider and was forced to seek 
traction before taking off for home. 

This was his time to shine and Oaks Road left opponents in his wake and finishing 
second in the heat’s a week earlier was but a distant memory. 

After storming past Sudden Splash and Oh Watta Nite, he successfully negotiated 
the dangerous Buck Fever ($8.00) and finished a length ahead of his nearest rival. 
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For Gatt, it was his first Gold Cup victory from as many attempts. 

“Any group race win is a really 

big thrill, actually, any race win is a really big thrill,” Gatt said. 

“It was good to get the win, especially before we put him to stud.” 

Gatt said he would race Oaks Road until later in the year, probably until the Melbourne carnival in 
spring, before retiring his champion. 

But at this stage it is simply one race at a time. 

Gatt’s second Gold Cup chance Ritza Ryder (25.37s) finished fourth. 

Oh Watta Nite (25.43s) Adam Meway (25.53s), Chadrick (25.84s) and Coastal Storm (26.13s) 
rounded out the field. 

Also at Maitland Showground on Thursday night, Barney’s Lee won the Middle Distance 
Championship from Stress Rate, Young Snozz and Key To Eden. 

The Gold Cup Consolation final was taken out by Avondale Queen while Spade Zsa Trumps was 
successful in the Maitland Mercury Mixed Final. 

Pettigo Fire, Davine Maid, Splash About, Hanify’s Jewell, Outlaw Torn and Ballin were the other 

winners. 

After the placings the field finished in the following order 4th Ritza Ryder ($5.40), 5th Oh Watta Nite 
($19.10), 6th Adam Meway ($4.70) 7th Chadrick ($11.40) and Coastal Storm ($11.50). 
 
Oaks Road is a Black dog whelped November 2008 by Spiral Nikita from Leprechaun Pace (Brett 
Lee x Leprechaun Yap) Oaks Road is raced by Ed Kingswell and trained by Mark Gatt he has 
raced 44 times for 17 wins and 16 placings. His stake earnings stand at $349,030.                            
 
The Maitland Cup was first run in 2003 and was awarded Group 3 status, paying $12,000 to the 
winner. Due to track conversion the race was not conducted in 2004, but every year it has been run 
it has been supported by the Maitland Supporters Club and in 2005 and 2006 the Maitland Branch 
of the GBOTA has joined the Supporters Club as co-sponsors. This year the cup welcomed a new 
sponsor for the event Industrea Mining. 

Maitland 457m - Grass Track Thread Prince 26.72, 2004 Track Conversion - not conducted, 
Maitland 450m - Loam Track 2005 Whatuira Banner 25.46, 2006 Needa Mint 25.62, 2007 Run 
The Risk 25.09, 2008 Awesome Hustler 25.43, 2009 Magnifique 25.14, 2010 Elite Blue Size 
24.93, and 2011 Elite Blue Size 25.07.    
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