
  

June 2018 Page 1 

NEWSLETTER 
JUNE 2018 

 
 
 
Welcome to our first newsletter and the opportunity 
to explain a little more about who we are and what 
we do. 
 

Greyhound Clubs Australia (GCA) is an incorporated 
association representing greyhound race clubs 
throughout Australia. Our aim is to have all 63 race 
clubs as members within our first 12 months of 
operation and the numbers are steadily increasing as 
GCA becomes more widely known and accepted. 
 

The idea about forming a “clubs focused” 
organization was largely spawned by the events of 
early 2015 when most would agree that the 
greyhound industry was under-represented in nearly 
every facet, none more noticeably than in the media 
or political circles. 
 

It was during that time it became apparent (and 
without criticism) that the Australian Greyhound 
Racing Association (AGRA) was not equipped nor 
was its fundamental role to represent the industry in 
the face of crisis. And with the controlling authorities 
either government owned or at the very least 
inextricably linked to government. via legislative 
requirements, the voice of industry could not be 
clearly heard or understood. 
 

So, in August 2017 after acquiring the assets of 
AGRA and its key responsibility of coordinating the 
Group Racing Calendar and the conduct of the 
Nationals, the new-look organization known as the 
GCA was formed. 
  

GCA's aim is to provide a well-reasoned and united 
voice on behalf of clubs, both city and country, big or 
small, to media, controlling authorities and 
government on issues of importance. We want to 
influence chief decision makers in areas such as 
animal welfare, reform, track design and safety, 
marketing and communication, issues of the day, as 
well as improving the effectiveness of the Group 
Racing calendar. 
 

In simple terms, GCA's ambition is to make a 
positive difference towards the betterment of 
greyhound racing in everything we do. 
 

The Committee of Management of GCA has two 

delegates from each State, these being: 

Les Bein and Luke Gatehouse (Queensland) 
Brenton Scott and Geoff Rose (New South Wales) 
Denise Fysh and Richard Stamford (Tasmania)  
Des Dooley and Greg Miller (Victoria) 
Shaun Mathieson and Alan Amezdroz (South Australia) 
Noel Reilly and Dennis O’Brien (Western Australia)  

Les Bein and Greg Miller are GCA’s first President 
and Vice President respectively, and David 
Simonette is the Executive Officer. The Treasurer is 
Michael Seaton; Media and Publicity Coordinator is 
Neil Brown; and Group Race Coordinator is Brenton 
Scott. 
 

In our first nine months we provided comprehensive 
submissions on the Victorian Draft Code of Practice 
and NSW Consultation Draft POCTA, Breeding Dogs 
and Cats and have been successful in improving the 
relationships with key stakeholders such as 
Greyhounds Australasia and SKY Racing 
recognizing the vital roles both these organizations 
play. Very shortly we will be able to release details of 
an agreement with GA whereby GCA will play a 
pivotal role in communicating and supplying 
feedback on new national rules and rule 
amendments. 
 

We are here primarily to assist clubs, in whatever 
form that help is needed. Sometimes it is the small 
things such as when GCA was able to lend practical 
assistance to the Darwin Greyhound Association by 
providing new race vests when they were needed in 
a hurry. The supply of race vests enabled the Club to 
race rather than not being able to conduct a meeting 
whilst they awaited vests from the manufacturer. 
 

From the Executive Officer 
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It is the "co-operative" nature of GCA that can prove 
a real difference and can extend to ideas, shared 
resources and a sympathetic shoulder to lean on 
when times are tough. Going forward we hope that 
Clubs, like yours, will play an instrumental role in 
communicating messages to industry participants a 
bit like the way a shop front does in many 
businesses. The communication to be effective 
needs to be two -way so feedback will be keenly 
sought and valued. 
 

Importantly GCA does not see its primary role as 
representing grassroot participants because there 
are already state and federal based breeder, owner 
and trainer-based organizations that are in that 
space. We are about CLUBS and that is our core 
interest and focus albeit there will be times when our 
paths and actions will cross. And of course, we will 
continue to provide monthly rankings, reports on 
group racing finals and conduct the national awards 
night that will celebrate our sport’s highest achievers 
both canine and human,  
 

Greyhound Clubs Australia is proud of the manner in 
which we have and will continue to support the 
Canberra Greyhound Club as they try to right the 
wrongs done to them by the Labor/Greens 
government in the ACT. The legal actions of the 
CGRC are imperative for their survival and in a 
broader sense for the protection of greyhound racing 
nationwide. There is more about the specifics of the 
CGRC legal campaign elsewhere and the practical 
way we can assist them in this newsletter but suffice 
to say that the Canberra team should be applauded 
on their determined and courageous stance. 
 

On behalf of the GCA Committee I would like to 
sincerely thank you and your Club on becoming a 
GCA member and trust that we can provide each 
other mutual benefits in the years ahead. I hope that 
you enjoy our first newsletter and welcome any 
contact or feedback about how we could do this or 
our job better. My contacts are 0412 010 724 or 
simonette7862@gmail.com 
 
 

Best regards  

 
 
 
 
 

The GCA has recently transferred the conducting of our financial accounts to Western Australia as the newly-
appointed Treasurer Michael Seaton is also the Chief Financial Officer at Greyhounds WA. 
 

As such we have a new postal address as well as banking details. 
 

Mailing Address: 
 

Greyhound Clubs Australia 
PO Box 6 
CANNINGTON WA 6987 

 

Banking Details: 
 

Greyhound Clubs Australia 

Bankwest 

BSB 306-089 

Account 3666578 

  

GCA Financials 

David Simonette 

mailto:simonette7862@gmail.com
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At the most recent GCA Meeting in Canberra, it was 
unanimously agreed that Group Race Levies be 
increased effective 1 July 2018. 

The new levies approved effective 1 July 2018 to 
Group levies are: 

Group 1 $1400 
Group 2 $900 
Group 3 $450 
Listed $100 

The Sandown Greyhound Racing Club has an 
innovative program of events to support the GCA 
National Sprint and Distance Championship Finals 
on Friday 24 August. This follows on from the high 
standard set by last year’s host, Brisbane, which 
placed emphasis on upskilling our clubs with really 
interesting guest speakers, seminars and workshops 
- along with plenty of fun activities. It would be great
to see as many Clubs as possible attend the various
conferences and social events in 2018.

SKY Racing is again on board with their support of 
the Nationals that will see all State Sprint and 
Distance Finals run on Thursday 9 August. A 
showcase, not dissimilar to the Speedstars format, is 
promised on SKY Racing 2 which will have 
free access for the evening. 

 

As you may be aware Greyhound Clubs Australia is 
well-advanced in the establishment of a National 
Fund Account. Whilst the Fund is likely to be 
accessed, pending successful application, by the 
Canberra Greyhound Racing Club for support of their 
legal challenge it is important to remember that the 
Fund is for the benefit of all race clubs in time of 
need or demonstrated good purpose. 

The Fund will be held and administered separately to 
the general operations of GCA for the specific 
purposes of providing financial support to member 
Clubs for various needs from time to time.  The fund 
being seeded with donations from member Clubs 
and will see a corpus of funds held to assist, protect 
and promote the cause of greyhound racing 
presently and into the future. 

The idea of keeping the fund separate from GCA’s 
general account is that its corpus is not used for the 
general operational activities of GCA but only for 
dedicated purposes. Please be assured that the fund 
is legally structured and safeguarded with 
appropriate governance. The committee of 
management will ultimately be responsible for 
administration and management of the fund and has 
delegated that function for a committee to administer. 
Clubs that seek access to the Fund by will need to 
satisfy the application requirements as designated by 
the committee of management. 

If your Club is in a position to help with a contribution 
to the Trust or needs assistance itself could you 
please contact David Simonette for a confidential 
chat. 

 

 

 

Group Race Levies 

2018 Nationals 

GCA Fund 

GCA and GA MOU 

The executive of Greyhound Clubs Australia and Greyhounds Australasia have been keen to establish better ways of 

working more collaboratively going forward. There have been a number of discussions since November 2017 about 

how GCA could have some involvement in the formulation of new GA Rules and Rule Amendments.  This now sees a 

formalized position involving both organizations aimed at ensuring any new rule or rule changes are more widely 

considered before implementation. 
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GCA has a number of sub committees that provide 
advice and recommendations in areas of specific 
interest. The groups meet at least a few times each 
year and remain in contact with each other via phone 
and email communications. The members are 
detailed below: 
 

FINANCE (Also responsible for the GCA Fund) 
Michael Seaton - GCA Treasurer 
Noel Reilly 
Brenton Scott 
Dennis O’Brien - Chairman 
Marg Long 
Alan Amezdroz 
 

MEDIA, MARKETING & COMMUNICATION 
Louise Martin 
Brennan Ryan  
Dianne Dumanovic 
Kel Watt 
Ellen Harris  
Neil Brown 
Troy Harley 
 

ANIMAL WELFARE (incorporates Track Design, 
Standards and Equipment, Codes of Practice) 
Rick Stamford 
Geoff Rose 
Dr Chris Doyle  
Eddie Caruana  
Stephanie Fernance 
Ray Bartolo 
Des Dooley 
Marg Long 
Les Bein 
 
RACING (Group Calendar, Programming) 
Shaun Mathieson 
Troy Harley 
Brenton Scott – Ellen Harris 
Luke Gatehouse 
Greg Miller 
Denise Fysh 
Marg Long 

 

NATIONALS 
Troy Harley 
Brenton Scott - Kristy Harper 
Greg Miller 
Luke Gatehouse 
Denise Fysh  
 

CANBERRA CLUB SUPPORT 
Brian Parkinson 
Noel Reilly 
Greg Miller 
Brenton Scott 
Geoff Rose - Chairman 
Luke Gatehouse 
 

David Simonette (EO) is executive support to all sub-
committees. If you would like to join any of the sub-
committees please contact David.  
 
 

Newsletter Content 
 

If you would like to submit an article for next GCA 
newsletter, or wish to provide any comment or 
feedback, please contact David Simonette. 
Newsletters will be produced each February, June 
and October. 
 
 

Group Racing Meeting 
 
A meeting was held In Sydney on Wednesday 14 
March bringing together GA and GCA 
representatives to review the Group Racing 
Calendar. The 2018/19 calendar is now finalized and 
will be ready for print. Going forward, there will be 
another meeting in mid-July that will workshop a 
genuine holistic reform of the Calendar with all states 
asked to participate.  
 

GCA Sub Committees 
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The following is information provided by Greyhounds Australasia in regards the most recent GARs;: 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Greyhounds Australasia (GA) Proposed Rule Changes (March 1 2018) 

A:  The rules issued by GA, known as national rules, do not have any effect in each State until they are 

approved by the Controlling Body.  Controlling Bodies will undertake their own consultation processes on 

the proposed rule changes and, subject to consideration of that feedback, consider whether or not they 

should be introduced in their State.   

Q:  How can I give feedback on the proposed GA Rules before they are considered by the 

Controlling Bodies? 

A: Check with your own Controlling body how to make submissions on the proposed amendments.  

Specific questions seeking clarification about any of the proposed rule changes or their meaning should be 

emailed to Greyhounds Australasia admin@galtd.org.au. 

Q: Why should the definition of “prohibited substance” be changed? 

A: The basic underlying principle is that we should have “drug-free racing” so that punters can be confident 

that greyhounds run on their merits and their performance is not influenced in any way by any sort of drug 

or other substance. This means that when they are presented to race, greyhounds must not have anything 

falling within the definition of prohibited substances in their system (as defined in GAR 1).  The definition 

essentially includes any substance that can have an effect on any body system in the greyhound.  Many of 

these compounds can be used in the routine practice of training greyhounds, they just need to be out of the 

dog’s system on raceday. 

Regulatory bodies are not, and have never been, concerned with applying the rule unreasonably so as to 

capture the provision of food (or the vitamins/electrolytes that are present in normal foodstuffs) and 

water.  To do so is clearly not in the interests of the sport or the regulation of it. 

There has at times been confusion as to whether a substance was prohibited because it may not have 

been an example listed within the drug classes.  This is particularly the case if the substance category/class 

is not listed in the rule but was administered with the intent of having an effect on one of the body systems 

mentioned in the racing rules, or the substance is listed within the Commonwealth Poisons Standard, and 

therefore met the definition of prohibited substance within the rules.  

The definition of prohibited substance has not been updated in over 20 years.  Upon review of the rule, as 

conducted by GA’s Vets and Analysts Committee, it was proposed to amend the rule from an outdated, 

inconsistent short definition to a more specific list of those substances that are prohibited in order to provide 

more clarity to participants.  

Greyhounds Australasia Rules 
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The proposed lists of mammalian body systems and drug categories are identical to those used in horse 

racing under AR178B of the Australian Rules of Racing, which uses the same drug testing laboratories as 

the greyhound racing Controlling Bodies. All of the categories listed in the proposed rule are considered to 

already be an example of a prohibited substance under the current definition. 

Q: What’s the difference between prohibited substance and banned substance? 

A: There is group of prohibited substances that are so concerning from a welfare or integrity point of view 

that they are deemed to have no place in the sport at all – these are called permanently banned 

prohibited substances.  It is these substances that not only cannot be in the greyhound’s system on 

raceday but also cannot be present in an out-of-competition sample.  Because these substances are so 

concerning for the integrity of the sport, participants are also not permitted to possess, acquire, attempt to 

acquire, administer or attempt to administer any of these substances at any time from birth to retirement of 

a greyhound (GAR 79A).  

So, all permanently banned prohibited substances are also prohibited substances but not all (in fact 

relatively very few) prohibited substances are permanently banned prohibited substances. 

Q: The list of prohibited substances includes things like vitamins – does that mean I can’t give 

vitamins to my racing greyhound? 

Most substances that might already be administered by injection already meet the current definition of a 

prohibited substance as they are being administered to cause some effect on a body system. If that were 

not the intention, then would be no purpose for administering the substance. 

However, many of these injections may contain substances not readily detectable by a laboratory or that 

are indistinguishable from naturally occurring substances. In those that occur naturally, specific research 

would need to be done to prove that a substance has been administered too close to racing and a 

threshold developed, as was done with cobalt. 

The list of prohibited substances in Part B therefore only refers to vitamins that can administered by 

injection if required, but which cannot be injected within one clear day of racing (see clarification below in 

relation to treatment prior to racing).  

Q: Why should the definition of “exempted substance” be changed? 

A: The definition of exempted substance is proposed to be amended to add norethisterone (when 

administered in the prescribed way) as a treatment for the purpose of regulating or preventing oestrus in 

female greyhounds. Owners and trainers in consultation with their prescribing veterinarian will now have 

more flexibility in choosing the best form of oestrus control treatment (if any) for that greyhound, instead of 

the only current option of ethyloestrenol, which many have reported does not suit all females. 

Norethisterone is readily available as a human pharmaceutical and is currently used in racing greyhounds 

in the United Kingdom and New Zealand.  
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Q: Why should the restrictions on treatment prior to racing be changed? 

A: The current definition of “race day treatment” has been identified as causing confusion with some 

participants. 

The proposed change is intended to make it clear that no treatment can be given to a greyhound on the 

day the greyhound is nominated to compete in an Event.  That is, no ‘treatment’ can be administered on the 

calendar day of racing, from 12:01am until the dog is removed from the racecourse after the completion of 

that Event with the permission of the Stewards pursuant to Rule 42(2), or is scratched with the permission 

of the Stewards.  

This position is already in place for other racing codes and as is the case in the other codes, these rules 

focus on what is considered an acceptable practice on raceday (rather than on the substance itself – which 

is the ambit of raceday sampling and subsequent analysis). 

Q: My State already has a rule that doesn’t allow me to race a greyhound in races over consecutive 

days.  Why is the rule being proposed? 

A: Western Australia, Tasmania, South Australia and Victoria already have this as part of their Local Rules. 

If adopted, this rule will harmonise the national rules and establish a national standard.  

Q: Why should requirements about treatment records be changed? 

A: The rule change proposed is intended to ensure that participants keep timely and accurate records of 

treatments administered to greyhounds.  When treatment records are not kept on the day the treatment is 

given, they can be forgotten about or recorded inaccurately.  

While most participants already adopt an approach which records treatments as soon as they are given, 

there are instances where these records are not available when requested by an authorised person or 

steward.   

  

 
 
Longreach Greyhound History 
 
GCA has received a request from a local history group for anyone that may know any history of the 
Longreach Greyhound club (Queensland) that was running in the 1930’s and 40’s. If you can assist 

please contact Wendy on wendyphelps@bigpond.com 

mailto:wendyphelps@bigpond.com
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The CGRC is not just a club. It is also home to the entire ACT industry and cornerstone for the industry in south east 

NSW. That’s why the moves by the ACT Government to ban racing in the ACT is a national concern. It is also why 

the CGRC will fight to save our club, our jobs and racing and training facilities.   

If we are successful, we will have protected over 50 local jobs and ensured dozens of trainers and hundreds of jobs 

retain their ability to race and earn a livelihood in the region. 

A new training and trial facility will be built in Queanbeyan, just over the ACT-NSW border. Racing has been 

temporarily relocated to Goulburn, which is less than an hour from Canberra. This means we maintain the CGRC’s 

identity, the jobs of all staff members and contractors, and the racing schedule for trainers. 

The rumoured move to Queanbeyan will, and can, only occur if every legal and political option is exhausted. 

Relocation over the border means the extreme and radical agenda of animal activists have knocked over their first 

domino and pressure to ban racing in other states and territories will build. 

If the ACT industry and CGRC could not survive political deal making with a perfect welfare and integrity record, then 

every industry and club is at risk. 

The CGRC’s fight can only continue because of the incredible support from the national greyhound racing 

community. The morale of staff and trainers has been challenged by an uncertain future but remains high because of 

the enthusiasm and messages from individuals and clubs around Australia. 

Even more importantly, the financial support from the national industry, including many clubs, allows expensive legal 

action to continue. Legal bills are estimated to reach around half a million dollars. The CGRC has already invested 

over $280,000 and the generosity of GCA and others means we can push on. 

Our legal team has already scored wins and in April the ACT Chief Magistrate made damning findings against the 

unlawful actions of the Government. We are confident that over the next six to 12 months we will be delivered the 

ultimate victory and see racing continue in the ACT. 

The benefit of a CGRC victory in the Courtroom is that the entire national industry is protected, and the members, 

staff and participants of your very own club will not be threatened as we have. 

On behalf of every person at the CGRC relying on the support from the GCA and clubs around Australia, thank you. 

We are humbled that you have delivered us the possibility of a future. We will not forget it, and we will not let you 

down. 

 

Alan Tutt, CGRC Chair 

Message from Canberra Greyhounds 


