
 

MEDIA RELEASE 

14th October 2010 

Australia’s best to clash in Group 1 

Sky Racing TOPGUN 

The best greyhound field assembled in years will do battle in the Group 1 Sky Racing 
TOPGUN at The Meadows on October 23, worth $100,000 to the winner. The star-
studded field has won a combined total of over $1.1 million in prizemoney, highlighting the 
quality of the eight chasers engaged in the 525-metre extravaganza, which will take place 
in a just over a week’s time.  

The race will also reignite the rivalry between New South Wales star Smooth Fancy (box 
three) and Victorian powerhouse Cosmic Chief (box two) two greyhounds separated by 
just a head in the Group 1 National Sprint Championship back in August from the very 
same boxes.  

The Anthony Azzopardi-trained Smooth Fancy is one of three greyhounds from New 
South Wales to make the TOPGUN, with classy veteran Snozz (box five) and Paws of 
Thunder winner Lochinvar Marlow (box one) also making the trip down to The Meadows 
for their debuts at the track. Lochinvar Marlow will be looking to win two consecutive 
Group 1 races on the trot from the red alley, which would push his prizemoney to almost 
$270,000.  

The brilliant early speed of West Australian chaser Pedrosa will also be on show from his 
favourable box eight draw, and Victorian Enry Walt also looks a chance with a brilliant 
29.84 PB at this track from box seven, a trap he will also exit here.  

Ron Ball trainer of former champion chaser Flying Amy will once again attempt a hit-and-
run victory in a Group 1 race in Melbourne, with the classy Mr. Metz starting off the 
awkward draw of six.  

TOPGUN night at The Meadows is one of the best on the greyhound racing calendar, and 
this year will prove no different. Along with the chance to meet North Melbourne and AFL 
stars Brent Harvey and Drew Petrie, patrons will be in the running to win some fabulous 
TAB betting prizes, while children receive free showbags and footballs throughout the 
night.  

                                                                                                        Continued on Page 2… 
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GROUP ONE – SKY RACING TOP GUN 

$100,000 to the winner 

 
Lochinvar Marlow  (NSW)             32 starts 17-3-4 ($167,845) 

Bombastic Shiraz – Sensation Lee 
Black Dog           July'07    
Owner: Clare Gordon                                                Trainer: Robert Smith 
Meadows best: FSH(525)   
2010 Group Race Record: 2 starts: 1-1-0 1st G1 Paws of Thunder, 2nd G2 Gosford Cup  
Drawn perfectly again after using this draw to win the Group 1 Paws Of Thunder earlier this 
month. Has good early speed and will be hard to hold out if he can find the front early.  Will take 
some beating from the ideal box.  

 

 
Cosmic Chief       (VIC)                  45 starts 20-7-6 ($169,610) 

Brett Lee – Cosmic Goddess 
White & Black Dog   January'08    
Owner: Brian Parkinson                                                Trainer: Darren Brown 
Meadows best: 29.81 (2)  (17 Starts 4-2-4)  
2010 Group Race Record: 4 starts: 1-1-1 1st G2 W’bool Classic, 2nd G1 National Sprint 
Championship, 3rd G1 Paws of Thunder  
Has hardly put a foot wrong since blowing away his rivals in the State Final of the National Sprint  
Championship at Sandown. Has the fastest PB at this track and deserves a Group 1 win for his 
amazing CV. Will be right in the finish from this good draw.  

 

 
Smooth Fancy  (NSW)                         29 starts 15-4-3 ($107,640) 

Collision – Flash Fancy 
Black Dog                    November '07                     
Owners: Terry Kingcott                                                Trainer: Anthony Azzopardi    
Meadows best: FSH(525)  
2010 Group Race Record: 4 starts: 1-0-0-0 1st G1 National Sprint Championship  
Came from behind to run down Cosmic Chief in the National Sprint Championship, and has since 
ran a sizzling 29.48 at Wentworth Park in a semi final of the Paws Of Thunder. Class act and none 
stronger in this.  

 

 
El Grand Senor (VIC)                   25 starts 19-3-0 ($107,275) 

Where’s Pedro – Elgrando Gold 
Black Dog                  April '08                     
Owner / Trainer: Caroline Jones                 
Meadows best: 29.99 (1) (6 Starts 5-1-0) 
Group Race Record: 1 start: 1-0-0 G1 Maturity Classic  
Arguably the fastest greyhound in the race after breaking a handful of sectional and track records 
in his short but illustrious career. Will need to jump cleanly and lead clearly to hold off any late 
challengers here. If he can find that prominent position through the first turn he will take some 
stopping. 

 
Snozz   (NSW)                                    74 starts 27-14-17 ($165,190) 

Collision – Double Guess  
Red Fawn  Dog                      September ‘06        
Owners: I Mackay & L Gibbons                                     Trainer : Jason MacKay                                
Meadows best: FSH (525) 
Group Race Record: 3 starts: 1-0-0 1st G2 Black Top,  
The veteran of the field will find it tough after drawing poorly, but his chasing ability is 
unquestioned. Racing in very good form despite his age, but will start at long odds in this. Place 
chance best from the difficult draw. 



 

 
Mr. Metz   (QLD)                                     33 starts 18-4-3 ($156,280) 

Bond – Iza Tora  
Black Dog                              June ‘07        
Owner: William Crooks                                            Trainer: Ron Ball        
Meadows beat: NBT  (2 Starts 0-0-0)   
Group Race Record: 4 starts: 2-0-1 1st G2 Dapto Megastar, 1st G3 Townsville Cup, 3rd G1 Adel 
Cup  
Racing in fine form, winning a heat of the Gold Coast Cup at Albion Park in a flying 29.95 last 
Thursday night. His two starts in Group company at The Meadows have failed to flatter, and box 
has made it tough.  However if can find an early position he could be right in the finish. 

 
Enry Walt       (VIC)                                   32 starts 11-8-2 ($109,645) 

Primo Uno – Awesome Saint 
Black Dog         January'08    
Owner/Trainer: Garry Ennis                                                 
Meadows best:  29.84 (7)  (5 Starts 2-1-0) 
Group Race Record: 6 starts: 1-2-0 1st G1 Silver Chief, 2nd G2 Launching Pad, 2nd G2 Hor Cup  
Loves to use a chunk of the track, so is very well boxed here. Already a winner of a Group 1 race, 
taking out the Silver Chief off this box in a super 29.84. Capable of beginning well and looks the 
dark horse of the field. Big Chance. 

 
Pedrosa            (WA)                                   29 starts 18-5-1 ($136,160) 

Big Daddy Cool – Brooklyn Rain 
White & Fawn Dog        February '08    
Owner / Trainer: Paul Stuart                                     
Meadows best: FSH (525) 
Group Race Record: 2 starts: 1-0-0-0 1st G2 WA Derby  
Similar to Enry Walt, Pedrosa isn’t inconvenienced by the box draw. One of the quickest breakers 
WA has ever seen, and is more than capable of finding the front here. Not without a chance with a 
good start. Outstanding youngster a forward showing would not surprise.  
 

 
Proven Jett      (VIC)                       35 starts 14-6-3 ($47,580) 

Vapour Whirl – Proven Tops 
Group Race Record: 2 starts: 0-0-0  
Hit or miss at box rise but goes very fast when he gets it right. Not the roughest if starts.    

 

 
Magnifique   (NSW)                  59 starts 26-10-8 ($123,740) 

Brett Lee – Thai Again 
Group Race Record: 3 starts: 0-0-1 3rd G2 Richmond Derby  
Classy NSW chaser who would find it tough to beat some of these on debut at The Meadows.  

 
 
 
 
 

Local expert’s selections for the SKY RACING TOPGUN final are as follows. 
 
Ron Hawkswell   Eddie Caruana  Rob Testa 
1st Cosmic Chief 1st Cosmic Chief 1st Cosmic Chief 
2nd Smooth Fancy 2nd Enry Walt  2nd Lochinvar Marlow 
3rd Enry Walt  3rd Smooth Fancy 3rd El Grand Senor 
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Local Market for the Top Gun: 

 145,000 Group 1   SKY RACING TOPGUN (525m) MEADOWS  

Box         Greyhound           Trainer  Price  

  Lochinvar Marlow  Robert Smith  $4.00 

 Cosmic Chief  Darren Brown  $4.50 

 Smooth Fancy  Anthony Azzopardi  $5.00 

 El Grand Senor  Carolyn Jones  $3.50 

 Snozz  Jason MacKay  $11.00 

 Mr. Metz  Ron Ball  $11.00 

 Enry Walt  Gary Ennis  $9.00 

 Pedrosa  Paul Stuart  $8.00 

 
Proven Jett  Michael Carter  1st RES 

 Magnfique  Julie Fletcher  2nd RES 

 

What’s happening on race night? 
Main entertainment and activities planned for the night include:       
  

Feature Race             Sky Racing Topgun 

                                    Race 8 at 9.57pm 

                                    First race at 7.15pm 

  

Admission                  Adults $5.00 Kids FREE  

 Address                     80 Northcorp Bvld 

                                    Broadmeadows 

                                    Melways ref: Map 7 E9 

                                                                       
Public Transport     A Courtesy Dyson Bus will depart from the corner of Spencer St & Lonsdale 
St in Lonsdale St  @ 6.30pm and return following the last. Call (03) 93555222 to confirm 
your seat.  

  
Entertainment           Meet Brent Harvey, 
                                   Drew Petrie & Bianca Chatfield  
                                   Live Band 

                                   Camp Australia 

                                       Free Activities 4 the kids 

                                   Bouncing Castle 

                                   Face Painting 

Giveaways             
$5000 Big Bucks (4 x $1000 & 10 x $100 Bets)    
First 300 kids receive a FREE football and Showbags  
 
Facilities                    TAB 

                                   Catering 

                                   Full Bar 

                                   ATM 
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Topgun Timeline 

1993 First Topgun run. Victorian champions Worth Backing and Golden Currency defy wet and cold 
conditions to finish in a dead heat. Revealing finished a further four inches away in third. Worth 
Backing and Golden Currency split the $40,000 winner’s purse. 

1994 Topgun held at Olympic Park. Winner’s purse increased to $50,000. 

1995 Rapid Hiker sets new track record on old Sandown Park track. 

1996 First place prizemoney increased to $70,000. 

1997 Greyhounds from Ireland, the UK and United States compete against Australia’s best. 

1998 Race elevated to Group 2 status. 

1999 Race elevated to Group 1 status. 

2000 Prizemoney increased to $100,000 to the winner. 

2003 Bombastic Shiraz completes Triple Crown – claiming the Shootout, Melbourne Cup and Topgun. 

2004 Whisky Assassin, drawn favourably in box 8, sets new Sandown Park track record – 29.40   
seconds. 

2005 Prizemoney increased to $125,000 to the winner.  
 
2008  Race finds a permanent home at the Meadows after both Metro clubs agree to a new feature race 

structure. Previously the Topgun had alternated between the MGRA and Sandown. 
 
2009 Superstar winner El Galo is disqualified after returning a positive swab and the race is awarded to 

Regal Thyme the first reserve, he gained a start in box one following the scratching of the injured 
Queenslander Knocker Norris.  

 
2009 Victorian and Australian Greyhound of the year Cindeen Shelby rounded out her outstanding year 

with an all the way win defeating a classy field in 2009 Topgun.   
            

Here is the Topgun honour roll: 
 
1993 SAN Golden Currency (Vic) & Worth Backing (Vic) 
1994 OLY New Fox (NSW) 
1995 SAN Rapid Hiker (Vic) 
1996 SAN Wylie Boy (Vic) 
1997 SAN Chicago Blue (Vic) 
1998 SAN Rapid Journey (NSW) 
1999 MEA Mint Magic (NSW) 
2000 SAN Placard (NSW) 
2001 MEA No Intent (Vic) 
2002 SAN Lindale Blue (WA) 
2003 MEA Bombastic Shiraz (Vic) 
2004 SAN Whisky Assassin (Vic) 
2005 MEA Black Enforcer (Qld) 
2006 SAN Jaimandy Coops (Vic) 
2007 MEA Meticulous (Vic) 
2008 MEA Regal Thyme (Vic) 
2009 MEA Cindeen Shelby (Vic) 
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                       Last Year’s Top Gun winner Cindeen Shelby  
 
 

                Thanks for information supplied by George Farrugia M.G.R.A. Publicity Officer 
 

 
Any further information contact: 

 
Marg Long 
Ph: 0417 252 253 
Email: mlong@grv.org.au 

 
 

 
The M.G.R.A. Office at Tel: (03) 9355 5222 Fax: (03) 9355 5255 Address: 80 Northcorp Bvd,        

Broadmeadows, VIC 3047.         Email: meadows@grv.org.au 

 

                                      
        For more information please contact: 

Neil Brown     Brenton Scott 
AGRA Publicity Officer   AGRA Executive Officer 
Tel: 03 97691234    Tel: 02 96497166 
Mob: 0423 129 950    Mob: 0438402198 
nbrown@agra.com.au    bscott@agra.com.au  
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