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PHIL LANDS DERBY IN STYLE

THE drive home from Albion Park to Bundaberg on Thursday night would have been
the easiest four hours Phil Carter and his daughter Melissa have had.

That’s because in the back seat of their car was the trophy for winning the Group 2
QIld Derby with Franklin Style (Big Daddy Cool-Orara Dreams).

Phil, Melissa, trainer Sandra Hunt and breeders Steve and Jodie Plunkett landed
their first Group victory when Franklin Style overcame a slow beginning to burst to
the front and then scored in 30.30.

He downed Auriga Fox by a length with the fast finishing Jim’s Ability a neck away.

“It doesn’t get much better than this,” said Phil who bought Franklin Style as a pup
from the Plunketts who bred the litter at Miriam Vale an hour’s drive north of
Bundaberg.

Hunt, who had been second in the Derby final some years ago, was overcome with
the victory.

“It's my first Group 2. | hope it's not my last,” said Albion Park’s leading trainer in
2010.

Franklin Style has been a work of art for Hunt and her partner, Ray Russell, the
Derby victory taking his record to nine wins from 13 starts.

“I had given up on him the moment he jumped and missed the start ever so slightly,”
said Sandra.

But she shouldn’t have.

Franklin Style ($3.80) used his brilliant early pace to drive through along the rails and
then hold out his strongest challenger Auriga Fox ($3.50) to go on and win by a
length.

The race was full of early trouble and saw Victorian galloper Penthouse fall heavily at
the first turn.

Phil Carter has been sending dogs south to Sandra and Ray for years.

“Adrian was the first dog | sent them and he went to top grade at Albion Park,” he
said.

Lilly’s Pride finished third in the Qld Futurity early in the year for Melissa and Sandra.

Franklin Style broken in with great reports but when Phil put him into training in
Bundaberg the dog “split a pin muscle in half”.
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“That’s when he came down to Sandra and Ray,” said Phil. “They fixed him and turned him into a
Derby winner.”

The final was an all-Queensland result.

Runner-up Auriga Fox fought on gamely but he had to work hard on the outside of Franklin Style
for most of the race and that effort told. Jim’s Ability ($13.00) got a start after Natural Remedy was
scratched early in the week.

He flashed home to get third.

After the placed runners the field finished in the following order 4™ Claimant ($41.00), 5" Cohen
Bale ($2.50), 6™ Ima Hornet ($26.00), 7"" Roman Express ($12.00) and Penthouse ($5.50).

Franklin Style is a White & Blue dog whelped June 2008 by Big Daddy Cool from Orara Dreams
(Placard x Mint Oake) he is owned by Phil Carter and trained by Sandra Hunt. Franklin Style has
raced only 13 times for nine wins and two placings, his prizemoney earnings after the Derby’s first
prize of $25,000 took his overall stake money to $36,730.
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Happy Team after Franklin Style’s Queensland Derby win (Pic Corey Pearce)

The Queensland Derby was first run at the Gabba in 1972 and it is one the state’s time honoured
events. The feature event was sponsored by Ardath in 83, 84 & 85 and by the ANZ Bank 86, 87 &
88. The race is currently sponsored by Brandon Electrics and has been since 1999, Brandon
Electrics is Queensland’s largest electrical contractor and is operated by greyhound racing icon
Paul Felgate. The popular owner-trainer-breeder has supported the industry in numerous ways
over a 30 year period and the name Brandon is synonymous with the sport in Queensland.

The Derby has been won by some notable sprinters over the years with the best being Iron Hawk
(78), Tangleshell (83), Your Attention (91), Jurassic Vapour (94), Dallas Man (95), Fear No Judge
(96), Melbourne Cup winner Roanokee (97), Top Gun - National Sprint Champion Placard (2000),
Winter Cup winner Awesome Machine (02), Top Gun Winner Black Enforcer in 2005 and star
Victorian Superman in 2007. Two of Queensland’s brilliant sprinters Size Can Matter and High
Earner won the event in 2008 and 2009. Listed below is the full honour roll of past winners.



1972 Dixie's First, 1973 Dan Meadow, 1974 Ben Hamilton, 1975 High Climax, 1976 Irish
Outlaw, 1977 Rebel Attack, 1978 Iron Hawk, 1979 Smart Mission, 1980 Morayfield, 1981
Hatari Chief, 1982 Duration, 1983 Tangleshell, 1984 Magic Gull, 1985 Kismet Range, 1986
Raging Rajah, 1987 Track Trump, 1988 Markaboy, 1989 Nifty Business, 1990 Mr Alert, 1991
Your Attention, 1992 Tears Finito, 1993 Dagenham, 1994 Jurassic Vapour, 1995 Dallas Man,
1996 Fear No Judge, 1997 Roanokee, 1998 Mighty McClurg, 1999 Fiery Asset, 2000 Placard,
2001 Sorcerer, 2002 Awesome Machine, 2003 Road Closed, 2004 Art Mann, 2005 Black
Enforcer, 2006 Superman, 2007 Big Swell, 2008 Size Can Matter and 2009 High Earner.

Thanks to David Brasch Queensland GRA Website for story material.
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