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Anything but Easy 
Easy Peasy does it the hard way to win Launching Pad 

 
Easy Peasy overcame considerable interference to score a sensational win for master Devon 
Meadows trainer Darren McDonald in the $36,000 Group 2 Launching Pad at Sandown Park last 
Thursday night. 
 
Sent to the boxes as a $4.10 favourite in an open betting race, Easy Peasy bounced out of the 
boxes and into Martili Bale ($4.30) as Hutmaker ($4.30) and Zero’s Hero ($9.50) challenged for the 
lead through the first turn. Easy Peasy recovered to rail through to third but was again checked by 
Zero’s Hero before cannoning into King Ashy ($32.80).  

                        Easy Peasy too good in the Launching Pad     (All Pic Paul Munt) 

 
The son of Pure Octane soon regained his feet and again set off in pursuit of the leading duo, 
reducing the margin to the leading Hutmaker to three lengths coming off the back straight.    
 
Easy Peasy stuck to the rails, and as Hutmaker rolled off the fence on turning for home, Easy 
Peasy powered through to the gap to storm to a 1.25 length win in 29.70. 
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“I was very pleased to see him do what he did,” said a delighted McDonald after the race. 

 
“He got into a bit of traffic on the first corner and when Hutmaker skipped away with a good break I thought we 
might run second. It was a good effort from a young dog to come from behind class dogs in a ripping race and 
finish off the race the way the way he did was very impressive. 
 
The win was the second in Launching Pad success for the 2010 Australian Greyhound Racing Association Trainer 
of the Year having previously tasted success with Path To Power in 2006. 
 
Path To Power went on to compete in two Group 1 finals, and while reluctant to compare the greyhounds, 
McDonald was confident of a bright future. 
 
“He’s still learning how to race. He does seem to like to rail and is very strong so we might look to step him up in 
distance later on.” 
 
The win was the sixth of Easy Peasy’s blossoming career (and fourth from five starts at Sandown Park), and took 
his career prizemoney to $37,025. 
 
After the placings the field finished in the following order 4th King Ashy ($32.80), 5th Mini Emily ($5.90), 6th 
Allen Lawson ($10.40) 7th Aleta Allen ($13.50) and Martili Bale ($4.30). 
 

Easy Peasy is a Black Dog whelped March 2009 by Pure Octane from Petal (Big Daddy Cool x Rose 
Garden) he has raced 10 times for six wins and two placings. The $25,000 first prize took his over stake 
earnings to $37,025.   

                           
The Sandown Club introduced the DDC Launching Pad in 2003 and until 2009 it was a Group 3 feature. 
The race was elevated to Group 2 status in 2010, as it was this year but will go back to Group 3 ranking in 
2012. The feature event has quickly become a most popular event with conditions suiting the young up 
and coming stars it also provided excellent prizemoney this year and in the future the race was worth 
$25,000 to the winner with a $5000 GOBIS bonus for greyhounds qualified. Listed below are the previous 
winners.  
 

2003 Bounty Lass, 2004 Legends, 2005 Traction Control, 2006 Path To Power, 2007, Boris 
Reigns, 2008 Teaman Titch, 2009 Shiver Inside and 2010 Arsonist. 
 

Thanks to Michael Floyd Sandown racing Manager for information used in this press release 
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