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              Interstate Raiders Steel Cup Thunder 
                                                By Peter Davis 

They came, saw and conquered. 

Interstate raiders arrived at Wentworth Park last night with NSW’s richest staying race – the 
Association Cup – an enticing lure and, in three eclectic heats, two upsets arrived. 

The opening heat arrived with an immediate shock when at the start, first two dogs to ‘break the 
line’ were Reign Over Me and Drill ‘Em. 

The pair absolutely dominated betting and, when expected to vie for the lead, the well 
credentialed pair were at the tail of the field and in trouble. 

Meanwhile, Tifi landed on the speed but National Sprint Champion Dashing Corsair, after a 
really nifty start from the eight trap, took over at the 520m boxes. 

Dashing Corsair had performed below expectations in a heat of Sale Cup (650m) on December 
20 but has since trialled very well on home ground (at Albion Park) over 710m. 

A drifter in betting, Dashing Corsair chased by Jarvis Bale from the winning post the first time but 
try as he might, the Queenslander was not threatened to score by a neat length in 42.49 
seconds. 

After a checkered passage, Reign Over Me battled into third place and his effort to finish so 
close was meritorious. 

He’s guaranteed a start in the $50,000 winner final and trainer Michael Cope will not be giving up 
on his charge. 

Heat two was decimated by scratchings and 2008 National Distance Champion Mantra Lad was 
gifted the contest when nominal threat Shadow Boxer was a conspicuous and distant last after 
two bounds. In the end, Mantra Lad posted a career best 42.09 on a quick racing surface and 
had a stunning 16 lengths to spare over runner runner-up Santino Marella – a half brother to 
Queen Lauryn. 

Shadow Boxer managed third ahead of outsider Spiritual Cloud but was later deemed to have 
marred and is ineligible to contest the final. In finishing third, he was included in the field but 
cannot start. 

An in-form Forty Twenty produced one of his least impressive offerings in heat three and finished 
fourth to WA visitor Countess Of Cork in 42.51. 

Countess Of Cork, herself, was stepped away fairly from the rails alley but settled just behind 
Miss Jersey and took control after 300m. Thereafter, she was not challenged and went on to 
score by four lengths from a game Lochinvar Vogue. 
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Lochinvar Vogue, after beginning quickly, was crossed by Miss Jersey in the run to the first turn and was 
relegated to fourth soon after and was again checked. 

She was 10 lengths fifth in the middle stages but rallied to snare second and a spot in the big final. 

Forty Twenty, which had dominated from the front at Gosford and Cannington at his past two starts, was ill at 
ease from box six, hampered on a couple of occasions but that was little compensation for connections or his 
backers. 

He finished four – in a calculated time of 43.08 which had him .01 outside Drill ‘Em’s effort in the series 
opener. 

Drill ‘Em, therefore is the second reserve for the final but, in the unlikely event of a scratching, he will be in the 
race. Shadow Boxer’s lack of attention to detail forced that aspect. 

 

GROUP ONE – Hotham Body Repairs Association Cup 

  $50,000 to the winner 

 
Mantra Lad  (VIC)                        53 starts  25-10-6 ($402,665) 

Pure Octane – Al Fresco 
Red Fawn Dog                          July '06                   
Owners: M & F Hallinan                                                  Trainer: Graeme Jose  
Wentworth Park best: 42.09 (1)  (8 Starts 3-2-2) 
Superstar all distance performer, he won the 2008 National Distance Championship here at 
Wentworth Park. Came into the race after winning the Sale Cup and setting a new track 
record. Looked sensational last week recording a personal best of 42.09 many lengths faster 
than the other two heat winners. From box one again, very hard to beat.  

 
Dashing Corsair   (Qld)            64 starts 27-7-8 ($152,660)  

Malfoy – Rose Flamenco  
Red Fawn Dog               April '07  
Owner: Paddy Finch                                                Trainer: Dwyer Lennon 
Wentworth Park best: 43.49 (8)  (3 Starts 1-0-0) 
Found the front and won impressively last week has gradually stepped up over the distance 
after winning the National Sprint title last September. Certainly can improve on his winning 
time and presents as a danger to the favourite. Some sort of chance. 

 
Jarvis Bale   (VIC)                       65 starts 12-21-17 ($147,505) 

Sonic Flight – Rosemary Bale  
Black Dog        November '06    
Owner: Paul Wheeler                                            Trainer: Graeme Bate                    
Wentworth Park best: NBT  (8 Starts 0-2-3) 
After winning the National Distance Championship in September last year has managed to 
win only one race since. Eight starts here for no wins doesn’t help his cause has made 
plenty of finals and always thereabouts without winning. Chased home Dashing Corsair last 
week without appearing likely to run him down. Has his fair share of ability but looks a place 
chance at best in this final. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Countess Of Cork    (WA)           31 starts 10-4-5 ($45,890) 

Modern Assassin – Miss Marley 
White & Black Bitch            September '07              
Owners: Prime Race Syndicate                           Trainer: Peter Sayer                                           
Wentworth Park best: 42.51 (1)   (1 Starts 1-0-0) 
Honest West Australian stayer that has a handy record. Solid effort first up on the track 
when she held off local star Lochinvar Vogue in last week’s heat. Should improve with the 
run under her belt. Has an outside chance in the final with a clear run, could be thereabouts 
at the finish. 

 
Lochinvar Vogue                                     25 starts 9-7-5  ($29,025) 

Bombastic Shiraz – Sensation Lee  
Black Bitch                       July '07                   
Owner: Clare Gordon                                           Trainer: Robert Smith                                                                 
Wentworth Park best: 42.35 (6)  (10 Starts 4-2-2) 
Local star she has been racing in fine style and has four wins on the track with a best of 
42.35. Would need things to go her way but is not the without a chance with some luck in 
running. Lightly raced with an outside chance. Not to be underestimated. 

 
Santino Marella (QLD)              39 starts 15-6-6 ($48,250) 

Surf Lorian – Cheeky Sprite  
Red Fawn Dog             March '07    
Owner/ Trainer: Stephen Rolph                                                
Wentworth Park best: NBT  (1 Starts 0-1-0) 
Better known as a middle distance performer from Queensland but has handled the 700 
quite well. Was a long way from last week’s heat winner Mantra Lad in fast time. Should 
improve with the run as it was his first on the track. Place chance best.  

 
Laura’s Legacy                                         45 starts 6-13-10 ($15,265) 

Primo Uno – Emmalana 
Black Bitch                      November ‘06        
Owner: Cathleen Dance                                Trainer: Bill Dance 
Wentworth Park best: 42.69 (8)  (9 Starts 1-1-3) 
Local stayer with only one win on the track in the steady time of 42.69. Knows her way 
around Wenty after nine starts however will need to do her very best to trouble the more 
fancied finalists’. Has some ability, will start big odds place chance best.   

 
Reign Over Me                      35 starts 11-8-6 ($42,175) 

Bond – Primal Tears 
Black Dog                        June '06                                  
Owner/Trainer: Michael Cope                                                                
Wentworth Park best: 42.21 (8)  (16 Starts 5-4-3) 
Pretty smart on his night and has won five races here. Has a personal best of 42.21 from box 
eight with lots of experience. After 16 starts here he not without some hope. Expect a 
forward showing if he has luck in running, certainly a place chance.  

 

Shadow Boxer       (VIC)                      44 starts 16-11-6 ($56,135) 

Hallucinate – In My Dreams 
Can’t gain a start after being outed for marring in last week’s heat.   

 

Drill ‘Em            (VIC)                                                    31 starts 12-6-4 ($94,675) 

Texas Gold – Geoff’s Mate 
Has been racing very well of late won two group races at the end of last year and is not 
without a chance if he gained a start. 
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Local expert’s selections for the final are as follows. 
 
Michael Radley   Ron Arnold   Peter Davis  
1st Mantra Lad  1st Mantra Lad   1st Mantra Lad  
2nd Dashing Corsair 2nd Reign Over Me             2nd Reign Over Me 
3rd Reign Over Me  3rd Dashing Corsair          3rd Lochinvar Vogue 
 

  
 
Local Bookmaker Brendan McCoy’s market for the Hotham Body Repairs Association Cup: 
 

$50,000 to the winner Group 1  Hotham Body Repairs Association Cup 720  

Box Greyhound Trainer Price 

 Mantra Lad Graham Jose 7-4 

 Dashing Corsair Dwyer Lennon 5-2  

 Jarvis Bale Graeme Bate 15-1 

 Countess Of Cork Peter Sayer 8-1 

 Lochinvar Vogue Robert Smith 11-2 

 Santino Marella Stephen Rolph 25-1 

 Laura’s Legacy Bill Dance 25-1 

 Reign Over Me Michael Cope 4-1 

 Shadow Boxer (RES) Darren McDonald RES 

 Drill ‘Em (RES) David Knocker RES 

 

What’s happening on race night? 
 
The Association Cup Final night features an industry Memorabilia auction which will be held between races. 
Also being auctioned is a pup by Knocka Norris. Another feature of the night will be entertainment provided by 
Classical vocalist Michael Vaiasinni, a sensational talent he is sure to be a big hit on the night. 
Auctions will be held in four stages following races 2, 3, 5 and 6 on the night. Auctioneer will be Ron Arnold. 
Gates open at 5.30 pm- First race at 7.27 – Entry $5.50 adults, children under 18 free.  

 
The History of the Association Cup 
 
The Association Cup over 720 metres is the first Group 1 event of the calendar year for the NSW GBOTA at 
Wentworth Park. A time honoured event the Association Cup was first run in 1965 the race was first conducted at 
Harold Park on a grass circuit over 732m. The first event at Wentworth Park over 720m was held in 1988.  The 
Association Cup has been won by the house hold names of the Australian staying ranks. Greyhounds like Rose 
Moss, Zoom Top, Travel Rev, Ragsie, Ascapella Miss, Bay Road Queen, Quick Pulse, Bold Trease, Whip Tip, 
Worthy Reward, Northern Legend, Many Tricks and Classy Customer. The Cup has always been the yard stick of 
the best and listed below is the full honour roll.  

 

 
 
 



 
The past winners of this great staying race are as follows:  

Harold Park – 732m – Grass Track:  

1965  BLUE AUTUMN  44.00  

1966  ROSE MOSS  44.20  

1967  GLOAVON  44.00  

1968  ZOOM TOP  43.70  

1969  ZOOM TOP  43.80  

1970  HEATHER REV  43.80  

1971  TRAVEL REV  43.60  

1972  RAGSIE (VIC)  43.60  

1973  PLUNDEROLA (VIC)  43.26  

1974  ASCAPELLA MISS  43.39  

1975  DOTIE WILSON  43.33  

1976  WOOLLEY WONG  43.51  

1977  TE ROPA LEE  43.81  

1978  CYCLONE CORSICA  43.44  

1979  LITTLE VOGUE  43.50  

1980  GINI'S CHOICE  43.57  

1981  BLACK AZTEC  43.27  

1982  BAYROAD QUEEN  43.47  

1983  QUICK PULSE (VIC)  43.40  

1984  LEASE OF LIFE  43.21  

1985  QUEEN'S CROSS  44.18  

1986  CLOVER PARK  43.04  

1987  BOLD TREASE (VIC)  43.62  

   

Wentworth Park – 720m – Grass Track:  

1988  WHIP TIP  42.97  

1989  FROSTY ZULU  44.03  

1990  VALLEY MAIL  43.59  

1991  FAST APPEAL  42.96  

1992  EQUABILITY  42.40  

   

Wentworth Park – 720m – Loam Track:  

1993  CALL ME CASEY  43.45  Group 1  

1994  WORTHY REWARD  42.67  Group 1  

1995  ROB'S REBEL  43.54  Group 1  

1996  GROOVEY DANCER  42.89  Group 1  

1997  NORTHERN LEGEND  43.22  Group 1  

1998  THOMA DI  42.94  Group 2  

1999  MOE'S TAVERN  43.17  Group 2  

2000  MANY TRICKS  42.55  Group 2  

2001  FLASH JOAN  43.11  Group 2  

2002  NIMUAY  42.96  Group 1  



2003  BIG SAM BANNER  42.77  Group 1  

2004  IRINKA BARBIE  42.54  Group 1  

2005  CLASSY CUSTOMER  42.65  Group 1  

2006 ENDLESS PIT 42.99 Group 1 

2007  EXCUSED  42.73  Group 1 

2008 MIAGI 42.91 Group 1 

2009 LILLEY CRIMINAL 42.24 Group 1 

                                                                                                           
  

 
 

   Hall of Fame Champion the immortal Zoom Top only greyhound to win the Association Cup twice                      
back to back at Harold Park in 1968-1969. 

     
                        
 
 

         For any further information contact the club on Tel: (02) 9649 7166 Fax: (02) 9649 7440  
          Address: 2-24 Bridge St, Lidcombe, NSW 2141   Email: gbota@gbota.com.au   
 

         
 

                         

 
         
                 For more information please contact: 

Neil Brown     Brenton Scott 
AGRA Publicity Officer   AGRA Executive Officer 
Tel: 03 97691234    Tel: 02 96497166 
Mob: 0423 129 950    Mob: 0438 402 198 
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