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Bucks Says Bye Bye In the Black Top 
Written by Adam Dobbin Greyhound Recorder 

The Ken Lewis-trained Bye Bye Bucks ($4.90) continued his mesmerising form at Unibet 
Gardens on Saturday night, capturing the 2012 Group 2 Multicam Black Top Final in runaway 
fashion. 

Heading into the $40,000 to-the-winner showpiece as one of the leading contenders, despite not 
setting the clock on fire in his heat, the highly talented son of Bit Chili crossed well from box 
seven, running away for a 2 ¼ length victory in 29.71. 

Taking his record to 21 wins from 39 starts, Bye Bye Bucks racked up his second Group 2 
victory on Saturday night, having recently defeated a crack field to take out the Sportingbet 
Megastar at Dapto. 

                            Bye Bye Bucks in action (Pic GRNSW Website) 

Recording a fast spilt of 4.94, Bye Bye Bucks looked the winner from thereon, with race favourite 
Zara Zulu ($2.50) gunning down fellow Victorian Spiral Ballerina ($12.80) in the run to the line to 
finish second. 

A 13-time Wentworth Park winner, Bye Bye Bucks has cemented himself as NSW’s leading 
open-grade sprinter, now likely to come under the microscope for selection in October’s lucrative 
Group 1 Topgun at The Meadows. 

Trainer Ken Lewis didn’t have too much time to celebrate the win of his pin-up chaser, leading in 
impressive winner No Freight - a brother to Bye Bye Bucks – in the following race, recording his 
maiden victory in a very smart 22.69. In front of a strong crowd under mixed weather conditions, 
a top night’s racing saw some great results. 

Punters got it right in the inaugural running of the John Sweet Memorial, with the first three in the 
market running the trifecta.                                                                                                           
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Graeme Barnett’s Edge was a decisive winner in the end, defeating Spud Gun by 2 ¾ lengths in 29.80. 

The Sweet family was on hand to present the trophy, almost a year after the industry lost of one it’s most 
colorful characters. In the Devine’s Kennels Lord Mayors Cup, the Dave Richardson-trained Star Sapphire held 
on to defeat a fast finishing Dusty Valley by a head in 34.83. 

The other feature of the night, ‘The Macca’, named in recognition of legend race-caller John McDermott, went 
to Jason Mackay’s Young Snozz who finished fast along the rails to claim victory in 29.70. 

‘The Macca’ also saw Adam Meway step out for the last time, with the Anthony Azzopardi-prepared chaser 
giving his connections a big sight before running out of legs late to finish a creditable third.  

After the placed runners the field finished in the following order 4th Billy The Sid ($4.10), 5th Cavendish Flyer 
($11.00), 6th Bubba’s Dream ($15.30) 7th Tomato Catch Up ($14.90) 8th Kelly’s Hero ($24.60). 

Bye Bye Bucks is a black dog whelped April 2010 by Bit Chili from See Ya Senorita (Elite State x Bazwill) he is 
raced by Glen Jones and trained by Ken Lewis from Raby in New South Wales. He has raced 39 times for 21 
wins and 10 placings, adding the Black Top Final’s first prize of $40,000 it took his overall stake earnings to 
$163,970. 

The NSW NCA could not have selected a better name for this on going feature at the Gardens. Black Top by 
Top Linen from Classy Jane was an icon of the sport, he was raced by Frank Holmes of Highfields (near 
Newcastle) and his breeder Mrs. Edna Hanson bred him in Birmingham Gardens the suburb in which the 
Gardens track is located. He raced in the early 60’s only contested 20 races for 17 wins and two seconds. He 
retired as Australia’s highest stakes winner with 5352 Pounds. His introductory stud fee set at 65 pound was a 
record service fee in Australia. A breeding success of extraordinary proportions Black Top created his own 
dynasty which continually re-wrote the record books on greyhound racing in this country. The feature races his 
progeny won and the stars he produced are to numerous to list, he served a record 1326 bitches and sired 
6000 puppies earning approximately $150,000 in service fees. There is no doubt we will never see another 
Black Top, he was the one and only. Black Top was inducted into the AGRA Hall of Fame at the AGRA Awards 
night at Sandown in March 2008 and again in March 2009 in Perth when he went into the Sires category. 

 

The Immortal Black Top in action 



 
Previous winners of the Black Top 2005 Buddy Rich 29.41, 2006 Mojestic 29.87, 2007 One Tree Hill 29.44, 
2008 Lochinvar Prada 29.65, 2009 Cindeen Shelby 29.64, 2010 Snozz 29.34 and 2011 Penthouse 29.53. 
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