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“SMART VALENTINO” 
AGRA’s Greyhound of the Month for August 2013 is star New South Wales stayer Smart 
Valentino. In the month of August he started three times for three wins and made a clean sweep 
of the National Distance series concluding in the grand-final victory at the Meadows on August 
24.   

 Smart Valentino wins the National Distance Championship (Pic Clint Anderson) 

The talented Smart Valentino trained at Lithgow by Mark Swift started the month winning his 
heat of the National Distance with a barnstorming performance at Wentworth Park. Coming from 
near last he weaved his way through the field getting up to beat Set To Shine in 42.43. A week 
later in the State final he staged another amazing effort to run down the early leaders grabbing 
Proven Stellar near the line to win by a length and three quarters in a fast 41.96. 

In the National final, Smart Valentino began slowly off box one, with West Australian Magpie Bob  
and four-time Group 1 winner Destini Fireball setting the early pace. The race looked to be head-
ing west as outsider Magpie Bob continued to hold Destini Fireball at bay, with Smart Valentino 
slowly reeling in the leader before the final turn. 
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As they raced up the home straight, Smart Valentino showed his superior staying prowess, finally getting to 
pacesetter Magpie Bob to score by less than half a length in 42.83, giving trainer Mark Swift his biggest thrill in 
greyhound racing.  
 
In a refreshing contrast to what the majority of big race results finish up, Smart Valentino is the only 
dog in Mark Swift’s kennel. A $4000 purchase from prominent owner–breeder Kevin Gordon, Swift a 
Lithgow miner and a couple of his mates are enjoying the ride of a life time with the dour stayer. With 
only 23 starts to his name the black son of Where’s Pedro is set to feature in many staying finals in 
the future as he appears to be improving with age and experience. 

Smart Valentino is a Black Dog whelped March 2011 by Where’s Pedro from Smart Betsy (Bombastic 
Shiraz x Awesome Berger). He raced and trained by Mark Swift at Lithgow in New South Wales. He 
has now won 10 races and has been placed on five occasions from his 23 starts. Smart Valentino’s 
current prizemoney stands at $108,130. 

The month of August has seen five group races decided. Smart Valentino beat Group 1 winner Xylia 
Allen and Group 2 winner Billy Buzzard for the monthly award. 

AGRA congratulates owner-trainer Mark Swift and Smart Valentino on being awarded the AGRA 
Greyhound of the Month for August 2013. He Joins January winner Sheikha, February winner Destini 
Fireball, March winner Spud Regis, April winner Black Magic Opal, May winner Irma Bale, June 
winner Paw Licking and July winner Proven Impala. 
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